《Sutcliffe ’s Commentary on the Old & New Testaments – 2 Samuel》(Joseph Sutcliffe)
Commentator

Joseph Sutcliffe, M.A., an English Wesleyan minister, was born at Baildon, Yorkshire. He was converted in early life and became a circuit riding preacher at age 24.

He was appointed by John Wesley to Redruth in 1786. Sutcliffe introduced Methodism into the Scilly Isles in 1788, and spent the last twenty years of his life in retirement in London, where he died May 14, 1856 at age 94.

His course was one of "unspotted Christian purity and progressive excellence. In Biblical scholarship he especially excelled." He was an indefatigable writer, publishing in all thirty-two works on religious subjects, the chief being this A Commentary on the Old and New Testament.

This commentary represents 40 years of Sutcliffe's study of the Bible. After retiring at age 74, he compiled this commentary from his Bible study notes he accumulated over the years. The commentary is mostly expositional with some exegetical comments and Hebrew/Greek analysis.

00 Introduction 

THE SECOND BOOK OF SAMUEL.
This second part might have been called the book of David. Having in the preseding book considered his anointing, his singular courage, and marvellous preservation while a candidate for the throne; we here contemplate his wisdom, his valour, and a constellation of the highest virtues which can adorn human nature, or distinguish the sacred person of a King. The glory and happiness to which he raised his country, corresponded with his personal worth. He is indeed accused of cruelty to his enemies; but his punishments were legal retaliations, as the cutting off of the right thumb and the right toe of Adoni-bezek, who had most inhumanly mutilated seventy kings in that manner. Or if we consider the lamentable case of Uriah, he did all that a man or a prince could do to repair his fault. He published a penitentiary Psalm to his country; he married the woman, and made her son king over Israel. It would therefore be wise in the wicked to exceed him in the fruits of repentance, before they presumptuously take shelter under his character. From the virtues and the heroic actions, preserved in this ancient record, which comprises a period of about forty years, the discerning mind will find a vast source of pleasing and of painful instruction. A supplement to this book is given in the twenty eighth chapter of the first book of Chronicles. 

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-27
2 Samuel 1:6. Mount Gilboa, two miles from mount Tabor. The battle was fought near the place where Barak fought with Sisera.

2 Samuel 1:10. The crown—and the bracelet. A true mercenary soldier. He first killed, and then plundered his sovereign for a reward. Some say he was son of Doeg the Edomite, who was of Amalek’s race, but is called an Idumean, because he had lived among Esau’s race. David in one week, after being rejected by the lords of Philistia, was made king. Happy reverse of exile for glory.

2 Samuel 1:18. Teach—the use of the bow. David’s men had learned this part of the art of war in Philistia. The Greeks used the spear, but threw missile weapons against a column advancing to the charge. The Romans had short heavy swords, with shields on their left arm. Though this was not the best armour in the onset, it was far the best at close quarters. The bow was terrible against an advancing foe, and on the flanks, as the Greeks experienced to their sorrow on the plains of Troy; and it was terrible on a routed army, as now on Gilboa, and when Ahab fell. Bows were made by our ancient kings, of yew trees and strings of catgut. But what has military exercises to do in the midst of a sublime elegy? Saul fell by the bow: “the archers hit him.” 1 Samuel 31:3. Hence the Alexandrine Greek regards BOW as the title of the elegy, and reads, “David enjoined them to teach it [the song entitled the Bow] to the children of Judah.” Its celebrity gained its admission into the book of Jasher; that is, the book of the Just. It is understood to have been a collection of national odes, celebrating the grand achievements of the nation; its calamities and its deliverances, sometimes by miracles, and sometimes by valiant men. Some of those odes and hymns were written by inspired men; but others had not so high a claim. Hence this book sustained a high reputation; and it is worthily quoted in the sacred text. The latter part of this verse should have stood at the head of the elegy, being the authority cited here. The Voluspa; the Edda; and the Ossian, are of like character with the Jasher of the Hebrews.

2 Samuel 1:20. Tell it not in Gath, lest the virgin choir should celebrate their fall in songs of triumph. 

2 Samuel 1:21. As though he had not been anointed. Many MSS. and Versions read, The shield of Saul—instruments anointed with oil.
REFLECTIONS.
Stand still and see the salvation of God. Thou canst not make one hair white or black: in due time ye shall be exalted. How applicable are all these texts to David’s case. In ten days what did God do for his servant. He was hindered from fighting against his country; he was enriched with all the booty of Amalek; and the crown of Saul was laid at his feet. Now David is ashamed of his fears, and he blushes under the weight of mercy. Let every believer hope and quietly wait for the salvation of God in every affliction of providence. The transition from the greatest affliction to prosperity and repose, is often rapid as the transition from winter to spring.

The next object which strikes us here is, the sacred light in which David viewed the person of a king. He is the Lord’s anointed, an image of God in his government; and the lives, independence, and happiness of a nation are very often involved in the safety and glory of his person. A good king is God’s best gift to a kingdom, and no one but the giver has a right to resume the gift.

It is often the sad lot of kings to be surrounded by mean and mercenary men, who are the first to flatter them in prosperity, and the first to betray them in adversity. Saul’s veteran guards would neither forsake him in the fight, nor slay him when he requested it through a principle of mistaken honour: but when he resolved to destroy himself, they all sought safety in flight. They were men worthy of a better general. But here was in the rear, one who made no scruple of the greatest of crimes in piercing the sacred person of his sovereign; who was animated with a base and selfish policy, though surrounded with the utmost carnage of defeat; for he seized the crown and bracelet as pledges to ensure preferment with David. Being the son of a stranger he shed no tears for the fall of his king, and he accounted the defeat of Israel no calamity. Here is the character of men who turn every occurrence to their interest, and always espouse the strongest side.

Honesty is better than policy; for the wicked are often taken in their crimes. While the regicide expected to see joy sparkle in the eyes of David, he saw the tears trickle down his cheeks; he saw him rend his garments, for grief took possession of his soul. And while he expected a vast reward, or to receive some promise of promotion, he heard the weeping king convict him on his own evidence, and sentence him to immediate death.

In the elegy on Saul and Jonathan, (and grief always drove the Psalmist to his harp, and his God;) we mark first the goodness of his heart. He celebrated the praises of the fallen monarch as though he had been to David the best of fathers, and the best of kings: yet in the sacred strains of panegyric, he offers not the slightest violence to truth. Posterity could not say of this production, “False marble,” or “lying scroll.” He knew nothing of the venal eloquence and affected modesty of a Flechere. He introduces at once the subject of his tears. He strikes the soul by an apostrophe to his country. “The beauty of Israel is slain upon thy high places.” Saul and his sons in their splendour, dignity and achievements, were most assuredly the boast and glory of their country. Anxious to conceal the shame, he says, “Tell it not in Gath.” On Gilboa he invokes a temporary curse of barrenness, that the mountains might join the people in lamenting the fall of their king. There the shield of the mighty, the shield which had hitherto been the banner of victory, was ingloriously cast away; and for the warrior to survive the loss of his shield was to cover himself with the last reproach, There also the bow of Jonathan, whose arrows had pierced so many of his foes, now lay prostrate on the ground. Inexpressible calamity: subject of eternal tears. If we except a melancholy in the sire, how great were their personal and military virtues. In battle they were swifter than eagles and stronger than lions. He next calls the daughters of Israel to weep for Saul, who bettered the condition of the country, and clothed them in scarlet. But to Jonathan he gives the preference, because of his constancy and love. And these are virtues which survive all calamities, and exist for ever in the remembrance of God. When illustrious men fall, they do not lose their glory; they survive in records like the ruins of desecrated temples. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-32
2 Samuel 2:12. Mahanaim. See Genesis 32:2.

2 Samuel 2:14. Abner said to Joab, &c. He did this in confidence that his twelve men would conquer, and make Joab’s army flee. Why had he not challenged Joab to single combat?

2 Samuel 2:16. Helkath-hazzurim. Ager robustorum, the field of the strong or the brave. The LXX, the field of the sword.
REFLECTIONS.
Having traced the steps of David through seven years of painful exile, we now come to view him seven years as king of Judah. Herein the Lord made him the more strikingly a figure of Jesus Christ. So St. Paul has noticed when he says, Howbeit, we see not yet all things put under him.

David, before he dared to remove from the ashes of Ziklag, consulted the Lord; and he who stands in the divine counsel, stands on the rock of ages. He may then laugh at the storm, and smile to see the tempests exhaust their feeble rage. Let every man therefore learn, before he takes any step in life, carefully to consult the Lord by fervent and humble prayer.

When David removed to the most ancient and noble city of Hebron, he removed with all his friends, the faithful companions of all his exiles and afflictions. So they who have followed the Son of man in the regeneration and borne the cross, shall sit on thrones and wear the crown. God is not unrighteous to forget their work of faith and labour of love.

But while we admire David’s prudence, we have to reproach Abner’s folly; a folly which in the issue cost him his life. This man through a principle of family pride, anointed Ishbosheth in Mahanaim, wishful no doubt to be himself the real king, while his nephew had the name. They who oppose the Lord’s work and counsel may do much harm, and God for a time may suffer them to succeed, that he may accomplish his work in their correction, and in the punishment of the wicked. Abner’s crime was here great against the Lord and against David.

We are next led to view the great coolness and confidence of David. He precipitated not his country into a civil war. He was confident that the God of his anointing, who had brought him from the desert to the throne of Judah, would give him the hearts of all the tribes; he therefore sought to make his own people happy and secure. But though he was peaceful, he was not supine. Hearing after two years, that Abner had crossed the Jordan, and was come to Gibeon, he sent Joab to meet him, intending no doubt to follow after raising the army. Abner, finding himself opposed, and being too confident in himself and in his men, proposed to decide the dispute by a single combat of twelve picked men on each side. Here the strength, the skill and courage of each were so equal, that the whole twenty four fell together in the peaceful arms of death. What a wanton waste of the best men in Israel! How faulty was Abner to propose, and Joab to accept the challenge. On the subject of duelling, it was observed, that we had few instances of this horrid practice for several years after the hanging of Major —; and if a contemptible hangman, standing with a halter in his hand, can frighten our high-spirited duelists into peace, we have now proof sufficient that all their boasted courage was nothing but a frantic sense of honour, and utterly unconnected with the coolness and wisdom ever characteristic of a heroic soul.

The fall of Asahel, brother of Joab, should teach all young people modesty, and not to presume too much on the liberal endowments of nature. This youth, rising by David to be a prince, gloried no doubt in being the swiftest man in Israel; and it would have been happy had he been equally aware, that he was not the most valiant man in Israel. How fairly did Abner caution him, and even condescended to repeat that caution. Asahel therefore fell in lawful war: his blood was on his own head, because of his presumption. Many who are too proud of their personal accomplishments, have met with death by presuming too much on their own abilities.

Abner having gained a height, procured a cessation of hostilities, and repassed the Jordan: and happy if he had never crossed it to molest David. Those who meddle with the Lord’s anointed are sure soon or late to receive the reward of their folly. Abner retired in chagrin and shame. Joab justly reproached him with all the blood shed on that occasion. ‘If thou hadst not said what thou didst say in the morning, let the young men rise up and play before us; surely the people had gone away every man from his brother. My sole wish was to oblige thee to return.’ Abner that day shed much innocent blood, and God expiated it by the blood of Abner. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-39
2 Samuel 3:1. Long war, of contention and strife, rather than of bloody battles.

2 Samuel 3:3. The daughter of Talmai, king of Geshur. David had invaded the country of this prince, and might have led her away among the captives; and in that case she might be married by an Israelite.

2 Samuel 3:8. Am I a dog’s head? This phrase is brief, and therefore obscure. Moses says, thou shalt not bring the price of a dog’s head into the house of the Lord. Abner gives himself this low name to show his folly in opposing the house of David.

2 Samuel 3:9. Except as the Lord hath sworn to David. Why had he then resisted David for seven years? Had he obeyed from the first, he had not killed Asahel, neither had Joab revenged his brother’s blood. They that take the sword shall perish by the sword.

2 Samuel 3:15. Took her from her husband. The original term here rendered husband is not baalah, her husband, but only ishah, her man, which is often rendered keeper or overseer. Abarbanel thinks that Phaltiel was an old man, and that Saul had entrusted Michal to his care; but this is perfectly gratuitous.

2 Samuel 3:22. Joab came from pursuing a troop of Philistines, or their allies.

2 Samuel 3:27. Joab smote Abner under the fifth rib. This Hebraism displeases the critics. LXX, εις την ψοαν in the groin, which coincides with the discharges of the feces.

2 Samuel 3:28. I and my kingdom are guiltless of the blood of Abner. Moses directs the elders to wash their hands, and attest their innocence when a man was found murdered; because the Lord is the avenger of blood: and David’s curse fell on the head of Joab when Solomon slew him at the altar.

REFLECTIONS.
This chapter presents us with David’s rising household; and as he had but one son by each wife, we may conclude that he did not take this step till the fifth or sixth year of his reign; and that in this he followed the custom of the age, with a view to the stability of his throne. A king having but six wives would be thought a model of continence to all the kings of the east; such is human policy; it proved to David however a source of inquietude and trouble all his life, and disturbed his kingdom after his death. No man can violate the law of God without incurring his displeasure. The first woman he married in Hebron was Maachah, daughter of the king of Geshur, beyond the Jordan. This was not unlawful, if she were a captive in war, or a proselyte to Judaism; but if David intended this alliance to strengthen him on his throne, it proved the greatest source of all his calamities. Absalom, after the assassination of his brother Amnon fled to Geshur, where he plotted the dethroning of his sire. Good men guided by the divine counsel, have no need of any sinful policy.

While David thus strengthened himself in his kingdom, Abner did the same for the house of Saul; but in the skirmishes which happened, and in the scale of national influence, the house of David grew stronger and stronger, and the house of Saul weaker and weaker. So the kingdom of Christ shall rise and spread in all the earth, and the kingdom of darkness shall be overwhelmed in its progress. So grace shall triumph over nature in the faithful soul till sin is all destroyed, and till every thought is brought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.

The means by which David was confirmed in his kingdom highly exemplify the wisdom and wonders of providence. Abner, wishing to reign while Ishbosheth had the name, took Rizpah, Saul’s favourite concubine, a woman of influence, for his concubine. The relict of a king being deemed sacred in her person, Abner incurred by his presumption a severe reproof. This so mortified his pride, and inflamed his anger, that he swore to bring over the kingdom to David. This his conscience had long suggested was his duty, and a duty he owed more to God than to David. Had he done so on Saul’s death, and from a loyal motive, he had secured his life, and immortalized his name among the worthies of Israel. But acting now from a base motive, God would not accept his services. The wicked very often do the Lord’s people a great service; but aiming solely to gratify their own passions, they have no reward. Abner acted as another wicked man, and was permitted to fall before he had lived to perform his vow.

If Abner was treacherous, Joab was still more so; and through mere malice against him, urged the right of avenging his brother’s blood, as though Asahel had not fallen in fair battle. With these purposes he forged the king’s commands to recal Abner, and taking him aside he stabbed him in that part of the body where he had pierced Asahel with the hilt of his spear. He did more, he traduced his memory as having come to Hebron to betray David. Hereby Joab completed his character as an assassin, and associated his name with those who ought not to see the light of the sun.

However much this crime of Joab might contribute to ruin the houshold of Saul, it awfully implicated David in the guilt of injustice. Joab was his nephew; he was his general, and had been the faithful companion of his exile; therefore his feelings would not suffer him to put him to death. This was wrong, for justice is more than the greatest of men. David had cause afterwards to repent; yet he honoured Abner as a prince in his burial, and entailed a curse on his assassin. How unhappy are princes when surrounded by factions of wicked men. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-12
2 Samuel 4:12. David—slew them. What a glory to Israel to have a king clothed with justice: a righteous monarch makes a righteous nation. This act of David would elevate him in the eyes of good men.

REFLECTIONS.
How awful and rapid was the fall of Saul’s house, and without war. Abner was dead; Mephibosheth was an infant, and lame; Ishbosheth and all his friends were troubled. Why then did he not send and make a covenant with David? Ah, Abner was dead, and now the dispirited prince had no minister of state, nor captain-general to keep the nation in awe.

A still greater calamity was at hand. Rechab and Baanah, two brothers, whom he had raised to rank, as generals, and to whom he had entrusted his person, conspired to slay him, and solely with the hope of procuring great preferment with David. Saul’s court had been wicked and bloody: he had taught his servants to shed innocent blood, and now they practise the art on his own family. He had shed the blood of all the priests at Nob; and now God shed the blood of all his house, with the exception of Mephibosheth.

Wicked men we see are often infatuated to their own destruction. Could those brothers, living much at court, be ignorant of the sentence David had passed on the young man who slew Saul? And could they think that slaying their inoffensive master while sleeping on his bed, would procure them promotion and reward? In what country could they live after so foul a deed? Surely they realize an ancient proverb; he whom God is about to destroy, is first mad.

While we see in the tragic fall of Saul’s house, all the agents acting from mean and mercenary motives, we also see them all acting in behalf of David, and fulfilling the sentence of heaven against the disobedient king. What then have the righteous to fear, while God is their defence: and what have the wicked not to fear when that defence is departed from them? Every object is armed against them, and their own shadow makes them afraid. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-25
2 Samuel 5:2. Thou shalt feed my people. Probably the highpriest, or a prophet, delivered a short coronation charge, as Samuel had already done. This divine promise is made the final reason why they came to place David on the throne of all Israel.

2 Samuel 5:6. Went to Jerusalem unto the Jebusites. This city is called Jebus, 19:10; and Salem, Genesis 14:18. Psalms 76:2. The lower part of it, falling to the lot of Judah, was taken and burnt; but the upper part falling to the lot of Benjamin, and being always deemed impregnable, had never been taken.

2 Samuel 5:9. Millo. It was wise to take the stronghold of the Jebusites, that the centre of his kingdom might have an impregnable fortress.

2 Samuel 5:18. Rephaim. The LXX read, the titanes or the giants; they had once, it would seem, lived there. Genesis 15:20. They are called Aseans in the Samaritan. From this name Asia, or the land of giants, is supposed to be derived.

2 Samuel 5:24. The sound of a going. The Lord caused the Syrians to hear the sound of chariots and horses, and in so terrific a manner that they fled precipitately from the siege of Samaria. 2 Kings 7:6. Isaiah 7. Xenophon wittily makes Cyrus, when going to battle on the plains of Babylon, and on hearing a peal of thunder on his right, say, “We follow thee, oh Jupiter.”

REFLECTIONS.
The house of Saul being extinct, and the nation now exonerated from the oath made to that family, hasted to anoint and receive David for their king. This was done by a deputation of military captains and elders from all the tribes, who gladdened the occasion by a feast of three days in Hebron. The arguments they used were highly becoming the occasion. First, that David was their own flesh; and being no stranger, he would seek the good of the empire. Secondly, they conferred on him the crown as the reward of his former victories. They had farther in view in the offer of the crown, that David should feed the people by preserving and exemplifying the true religion, and defending the country against all its enemies. And with these views Christ reigns at the right hand of God.

The first great design which the hero of Bethlehem formed, after his full inauguration to the throne, was to carry the fortress of Zion, and to fix the seat of empire in the more central and commodious city of Jerusalem. But the reduction of this strong place being found impracticable by open assault, Joab won the chief command by forcing his way through the subterranean gutter. This was a most laudable action in a martial view; for the enemy had boasted, on being summoned to surrender, that the blind and the lame were competent to its defence. So Satan, long seated in the sinner’s heart, boasts of his impregnable fort. He has inspired the man of sin to mock at conscience and deride danger. Our temporary and irresolute efforts to besiege him in his fort, have been so often assayed, and so often abandoned, that he already boasts of his invincible hold; but emboldened by the presence of the true David, let us make another and a successful effort to vanquish sin in the strength of our God. Armed with the might of his Spirit, all things are possible to the believing soul; the strong man of sin shall be destroyed at a stroke, and by the breath of the Lord.

David, after taking the fortress by storm, purged it of idols, adorned it with splendid buildings, made it his residence, the palace also and the seat of the divine glory. So will Jesus do in the faithful and victorious soul. He will cleanse us from all our idols, and from all our filthiness, as David cleansed his Zion; yea he will put his laws in our heart, and write them in our inward parts. Surely the Jebusites possessing the fortress, while Israel possessed most of the city, may convey much instruction and reproof to those lukewarm and indolent souls, who have long been enlightened by the gospel, but who to this day are controlled by unbelief and the carnal mind. How long shall sin insult the soul, as the enemy insulted David, by saying that the blind and the lame would keep him out. Let us make efforts: like Caleb, or like Joab, let us go up at once and possess it, for we are well able to overcome it. So will the Lord give us purity of heart, and make us his temple and the habitation of his glory for ever.

The hero of Israel having defeated the enemy within, next opposed the enemy without. Twice did the Philistines conspire against him; and twice in the counsel and might of the Lord he routed them without much apparent loss. But the second defeat was the most remarkable. The Lord bade him make a circuitous approach, which on one side cut off their retreat. He next bade him wait till he heard a going of wind on the top of the mulberry trees, or otherwise the going of an army at the entrance of the mulberry trees. Then, confident of victory, he smote them to the gates of their capital, because they had dared to trouble him a second time. Oh what enmity is stirred up in the hearts of the world, to see Messiah triumphant! But while the wind of Pentecost blows on Zion, let her fear neither the multitude nor the enmity of all her foes. Animated by the power of faith and the comforts of the Holy Spirit, we have the pledges of victory; and those hallowed pledges which cannot fail in the day of combat. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-23
2 Samuel 6:2. Baale of Judah. It is called Baalah, Joshua 15:9. It was no doubt the place formerly called Kirjath-jearim.

2 Samuel 6:8. David was displeased. ויחר vayickar, perturbatus fuit, as Junius reads. David was troubled with anguish and sorrow of heart for the death of Uzzah. The whole 30,000 were so terrified that they left the awful ark in the field. The priests, the unskilful priests, were to blame for putting the ark on a cart. The war of the ark with Eli’s sons, with Dagon, with Philistia, with the men of Bethshemeth, chap. 6., and now with Uzzah, should teach ministers to sanctify the Lord God; and let all tyrants learn to abstain from persecuting the church. The office of the sword is to punish real crimes.

2 Samuel 6:14. Girded with a linen ephod. The levites wore such upper shawls, 1 Chronicles 15:27; but different ones, it would seem, from the ephod of the priests. Exodus 28. The orders of each were thus distinguished.

2 Samuel 6:23. Michal had no child. Saul drove David from this princess presently after their marriage; the person to whom Saul confided her was an aged man; now she had not been long restored. Children were denied her by the special designation of heaven. When that is the case, families should patiently bow to the will of providence.

REFLECTIONS.
David in his exile had often lamented his absence from the ark, and the altar of God. Now he was desirous to have this ark enthroned and lodged contiguously to his house, that he might daily bow in the divine presence, and promote piety in his court. The motive was good and noble; and in the issue it was signally owned by marks of divine approbation.

Devout in his person, he wished to remove the ark with every expression of piety and national homage. He assembled thirty thousand men of the best families in Israel; he assembled an army of levites and musicians; and arraying himself as a levite, he led the vast train of musicians; and singing the 68th Psalm, they made the earth to ring, and the heavens to resound the praises of God. It is well, undoubtedly well, for a nation to pay the most public homage to God for its mercies; but in all this eclat and shouting, it is feared there was a preponderancy of human joy mixed with the divine. Leaving the law of God, which expressly enjoined the ark to be borne by the priests, or by the levites, they imitated the profane Philistines and carried it on a cart. Uzzah, for whom no pleas of ignorance can be urged, put forth his hand to stay it when it shook on the carriage; and God therefore struck him dead, and awed all the people by the terrors of his presence. Ah, how soon were their shoutings changed to weeping! Every one forsook the ark at Nachon’s threshing floor, and went home empty and ashamed, full of reflections and fears concerning the glory and terrors of the Lord. Let us learn to reverence holy things. The ark was typical of Jesus Christ, and no one must meddle with his work: neither can any sinner approach his Maker without the atoning blood. Let us learn also to be exact in keeping the commandments of God, and neither diminish their force, nor accommodate them to our humour. Let the lazy priests be here warned, for the Hebrew priests employed a cart instead of bearing the sacred symbols of the divine presence in their hands.

Well, though the king and his people went home without the ark, Obed- edom graciously received it into his house: and as the Lord blessed Laban for the sake of Jacob, and Potiphar for the sake of Joseph, so he blessed this man because of the ark. His family was healthy, his cattle were strong, and his lands loaded with the riches of the earth. And how many religious families in all ages have been blessed because they have encouraged the gospel, and cherished the ministers of religion? How many families within the last two hundred years might be referred to in Britain whom God has blessed, because they have aided the cause of righteousness and truth, and fed the ministers of religion at their table. Surely we have in this land a thousand Obed-edoms whom God has already requited with the hundredfold reward, and in the world to come he will give them life everlasting.

The blessings on the house of Obed-edom emboldened David to perfect his design in the removal of the ark. But the second time, having learned obedience, he caused it to be borne by the hand; and he offered sacrifice on its being removed six paces. It is the judgments of God which compel the world and the church to revere his name, and to adore with trembling; for he has power to maintain his right. David this day possessed the height of joy, and saw the consummation of all his wishes; for the ark being near his person he was afraid of no danger. But no joy is to be expected on earth without some check, and some alloy. In the midst of his transports he had the calamity to be despised and reproved by his queen, whom he tenderly loved. She felt her pride hurt on seeing him so plainly dressed, and by his degrading himself, as she thought, to a level with his subjects. What a calamity when a woman takes no part in the sacred joys and fervent worship of her husband! Michal’s soul was barren of the grace of God, and God punished her with perpetual barrenness of womb. She might by David’s prayers have obtained a son; but this was now forfeited. Such was her punishment for falsely accusing her lord of degrading himself before men, when he had done it solely before the Lord. 

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-29
2 Samuel 7:1. When the king sat in his house, and began to feel the approaches of age, he was more concerned for the ark than for himself. All men, but especially the aged, should do their best for religion.

2 Samuel 7:3. Go, do all that is in thy heart. Here the Lord’s thoughts were not as Nathan’s; and here is the hallowed distinction which must ever be preserved between the revelations of God, and the ordinary thoughts of inspired men. We find Samuel, and Jonah, and others, exactly in the situation of Nathan.

2 Samuel 7:12. I will set up thy seed after thee. This is one of the most remarkable prophecies, comprising a constellation of promises, in the old testament. Many a saint has wished to build a church, chapel, or school for religious purposes; and the Lord has accepted the will and the preparations for the full act. Here we find, that God’s first care is over the church. “He (Solomon) shall build a house for my name.” Covenants, we may observe, are all sure in the hands of Christ, but they have conditions in regard of man. “The throne of David, the Messiah, shall be established for ever.” Yet the dying king said to Solomon, “If thou forsake the God of thy father, and rebel, he will cast thee off for ever.” 1 Chronicles 28:10. So Ezekiel said, that David, the Messiah, should be shepherd over his people for ever. Hosea also foretold that God would “raise again the tabernacle of David which had fallen down,” for he foresaw the departure of the sceptre from that house. Zachariah and Elizabeth rejoiced to see the horn of salvation raised up in Christ. Luke 1.

2 Samuel 7:19. Is this the manner of man, oh Lord God? This is a very unsuccessful reading. The Hebrew is, “This is the direction (or the law) of Adam:” that is, by speaking thus to thy servant, thou art honouring me as thou didst honour Adam, by a covenant to him and his posterity.

2 Samuel 7:23. From the nations and their gods. In 1 Chronicles 17:21, it reads better, “By driving out nations from before thy people.”

REFLECTIONS.
True piety is ever distinguished by gratitude to God. What shall I render unto the Lord for all his benefits? While David, taken from the sheep-cotes, enjoyed a palace of cedar, built in the Tyrian style, he blushed to think that the ark of God still dwelt in tents, and felt much that devout people should he exposed to storms and tempests while worshipping in the open courts. He was ashamed to think that most of the heathen nations had adjourned the mysteries of superstition from the mountains and the groves, to the most magnificent temples that art could devise, or industry elevate. He therefore wished to rival or excel them in gratitude to that God, to whom both he and all his people owed their existence and their victories.

We should also observe, that this pious wish originated wholly with David; the Lord was content to dwell in tents, having originally chosen the tabernacle for his pavilion; and because it expressed the more strikingly, that the symbols of his presence were not absolutely confined to any place, or to any particular people; for in these later ages, the glory has been conferred on the believing gentiles. Let us learn hence, that we are strangers and pilgrims on earth, and that we ought to cherish the tokens of God’s special presence in our hearts, and in our assemblies, lest he should cause his glory to depart to a people more faithful to his grace.

Though David’s purpose to build a house to the Lord was not accepted, because he had neither leisure nor adequate means; and because he had shed much blood in wars, he was not proper to prefigure the peaceful reign of the Messiah; yet the piety of his wish was so pleasing to God, that he gave him a grand series of personal and family promises. He promised in particular, that he would build him a sure house, far more stable than any which the hands of man could raise; that he would be a father to Solomon his son, and to his Christ; and that his children should reign for ever before him. This was fulfilled in the kings of Judah who reigned in Jerusalem; in the Asmœnian family, who reigned as governors, though frequently interrupted with chasms; and lastly, in Christ, who sitteth for ever on the throne of his father David. So the Holy Ghost has expounded this passage: Luke 1:32-33. Hebrews 1:8. And farther, to comfort David, that God would not take his covenant from him as from Saul. If his children should sin, the Lord would visit their iniquities with stripes, as it is expressed in the 89th Psalm, but his lovingkindness he would not utterly take away, nor suffer his faithfulness to fail. We have said in the remarkable case of Eli, that every covenant has its conditions, either expressed or implied: what then are those stripes? It is replied, where repentance followed sin they were the gentle stripes of a father’s hand. But in more than a hundred tragic cases these stripes were God’s heaviest strokes of vengeance, as is exemplified in the assassination of Amnon, the piercing of Absalom in the worst of sins, the slaughter of all the seed royal by Athaliah, except Joash an infant; and the like slaughter of all the princes by Nebuchadnezzar, except a small remnant. Let then the profane professor tremble at the idea of these stripes for his sin, nor think to stain the glory of heaven by arrogating promises grossly misapplied.

But while apostasy is inspired with fear, and while the riches of grace are guarded by the terrors of justice, let us be comforted and quickened in devotion, by every new expression of God’s lovingkindness. So David, now softened into grateful piety, went into the Lord’s house, and uttered one of the sublimest prayers that ever had proceeded from his heart. If new mercies do not enkindle pious affections, and reanimate our devotion, it is a sad sign that we are in a dead and lukewarm state. On the contrary, let us cheerfully follow the drawings of love; and let every signal mercy vouchsafed to us and our families, be a fresh occasion of renewing our covenant with God, the giver of all good. Happy, thrice happy, if sermons and ordinances do indeed bring us into the same frame of mind, into which Nathan’s sermon brought David. 

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-18
2 Samuel 8:2. Two lines. The measuring line gave inheritance, but here the line gave the inheritance of rebels to others, as is the manner of treating rebels by a total forfeiture of inheritance. The line is often mentioned in the old testament. Most of the nations, named below, had made unprovoked war on David, as in Psalms 83.

2 Samuel 8:3. David smote Hadadezer—king of Zobah. We know nothing of this city; but the kingdom of this prince was bordered by the Euphrates on the north, Hamath and Damascus on the west, and Ammon on the south. David marched from Moab east of the Jordan, and attacked him before his allies, it would seem, had arrived. Tadmor must have been a principal city in this kingdom, which had retained its prince, and where he built a palace: 2 Samuel 10:16-19.

2 Samuel 8:4. David took from him a thousand chariots, and seven hundred horsemen, and twenty thousand footmen. The Septuagint: “A thousand chariots, and seven thousand horsemen.” The Hebrew scribe had here dropped the word chariots, and so made it one thousand seven hundred horsemen; and the Vulgate follow the Hebrew. But the English, 1 Chronicles 18:4, have put in chariots, and made it as it is in the Septuagint. They might also, out of the Septuagint and 1 Chronicles, have set the number of horsemen right; not seven hundred, but seven thousand. Josephus has “chariots almost a thousand.”

2 Samuel 8:9. When Toi king of Hamath, heard of the fall of his old enemy, he sent his son to congratulate David. Hamath was a kingdom extending from the north of Lebanon to Antioch. The river Orontes flowed in the centre, and watered Emesa the metropolis; which is but another name for Hemath. 1 Chronicles 13:5. Jeremiah 49:28.

2 Samuel 8:13-14. David gat him a name when he returned from smiting of the Syrians in the valley of Salt, being eighteen thousand men: and he put garrisons in Edom. The Septuagint: “David got him a name: when he returned he smote Edom in Gebelim, eighteen thousand men; and he put garrisons in Edom.” 1 Chronicles 18:12-13 : “Moreover Abishai the son of Zeruiah slew of the Edomites, in the valley of Salt, eighteen thousand: and he put garrisons in Edom.” Title of the 60th Psalm of David: “When he strove with Aram-naharaim, and with Aram-zobah; when Joab returned and smote of Edom, in the valley of Salt, twelve thousand.” No expositor makes any doubt but that all these texts refer to the same battle, notwithstanding the mistaken readings that are in some of them. Josephus states that Abishai, Joab’s brother, led the army against the Idumeans, and slew of them about eighteen thousand, and put garrisons in all Idumea. Gebelim in the Septuagint, is nothing but a corruption of the Hebrew name Begemelach, in the valley of Salt. David, in this text, is said to have had the victory which was obtained by his army under Abishai, or Joab, as generals. The people vanquished were the Edomites; as is plain by the words that are next in all the copies. “And he put garrisons in Edom.” But in the Hebrew the word Edom is missing; unless Aram, which is here translated “the Syrians,” be a corruption of it. They differ but in one letter, resh for daleth. All copies agree, it was upon his return from vanquishing the Syrians that he vanquished the Edomites. The number in the title of the Psalm is probably mis-written, twelve thousand for eighteen thousand. They that will not allow that, say, Joab slew twelve thousand, and Abishai six thousand. Dr. Wall.
2 Samuel 8:18. Cherethites, כרתי Cretes, Islanders, engaged as body guards. Pelethites, degenerate Israelites gathered out of Philistia.

REFLECTIONS.
In this chapter we follow the hero of the Hebrews through a circuitous tour of victories, from Philistia in the west to Moab in the south; for Moab by some new cruelties had highly provoked him. Attempting next to fix the boundaries of his empire in the east, Hadadezer opposed his march, and afforded him new laurels, vast riches, and large dominions. The Assyrians in the north, jealous of his power, cut off his retreat; and by this daring act exposed themselves to a tremendous slaughter.

In these victories we see all at once accomplished the long slumbering promises which God had made to Abraham, and which Moses had repeated to Israel, that God would give them the land from the wilderness in the south, to Lebanon in the north; and from the sea in the west, to the Euphrates, which should form their eastern border. Thus David made his long-afflicted country a martial people; he enriched himself with spoil, and opened the avenues of wealth and power, by surrounding his empire with a vast belt of tributary kings. But while the believer views those actions as a glorious accomplishment of past promises, let him say that they presignify the sure victories which the lion of the tribe of Judah shall obtain for his church and people; and let him be inspired by the example to shake off every fetter, and to vanquish every foe.

By those victories David filled all Jerusalem with trophies, with ambassadors, and with psalms of joy, which exalted his name for ever, and made his throne a shadow to his people. Now every man could sit under his own vine and figtree, none daring to make him afraid. Thus, by and bye, the Lord shall raise his long oppressed and afflicted people. Jesus shall have the heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for his possession. So all in heaven shall sing in a higher and happier sense, than in the age of Constantine: “Hallelujah, the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our God, and of his Christ—The Lord will hasten it in its time.”

It would seem from Psalms 83. that the nations had formed a conspiracy against David on hearing that he was made king. Like Cyrus therefore he went round, and threw the yoke on their own necks. 

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-13

REFLECTIONS.—When princes are in adversity they can be familiar with their faithful friends; but on being elevated to the throne, and thronged with the cares of government, they are apt to leave them neglected and almost forgotten. David’s virtues were however of a superior character. The moment he had returned from a succession of victories, and while crowded with the congratulations of a faithful people, he enquired whether any remained of the house of Saul. He remembered the covenant he had made with Jonathan and with Saul, and that God was the witness of every compact.

David also was mindful of his covenant, though it would be deemed null and void by all his court, because of the seven years’ resistance and damage occasioned to the kingdom by the opposition of Ishbosheth and Abner. What magnanimity—what generosity—what benevolence in the Lord’s anointed!

David gave Mephibosheth all the lands of Saul, and his house, not only when they had been fairly forfeited by the long and injurious revolt; but when David had a numerous race of princes to provide for, as well as victorious relatives and generals, who would require establishments correspondent to the services they had rendered the king. Happy were Israel in the virtues of their sovereign. Every man who had contracted a disadvantageous covenant with his neighbour, and every guardian of the orphan might learn of him how to conduct himself with equity and honour.

While David treated Mephibosheth as a prince and a son, he was kind also to Ziba, a faithful servant in the house of Saul, and invested him with a rental of the fruits, and the management of all the estates. This man must have been either an alien, or a Hebrew servant, who would not at the expiration of seven years leave his master’s house; for he was not made free on the death of Saul. Thus David did for Mephibosheth more than he did for his own sons. On reading this high example of virtue, such as became the best of kings, we cannot but be reminded how faithful and disinterested we ought to be in friendship, and kind to the neglected orphans of those to whom we once owed esteem and love. Yea more; we cannot but be reminded how Christ has loved us, and promised us the kingdom, though we have rebelled against him, and are utterly unworthy of his regard. We eat bread at the king’s table, enjoy the glory of his victories, and the protection of his arm. Happy Mephibosheth: thy father Jonathan still lives in the kindness of David, who inherits all the virtues of thy illustrious sire. 

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-19
2 Samuel 10:4. Shaved—half their beard. The critics make many quotations from ancient authors, showing how high a value eastern nations set on the hair of the head and beard; and even at the present time the mutilating of the beard would be deemed among the Turks the greatest insult that could be offered. In the year 1764, says Motraye, “when Kerim Khan sent to demand tribute for his possessions in Kermesir, Mir Mahenna maltreated the officer, and caused his beard to be shaved.” See also Leviticus 19. Deuteronomy 14.

2 Samuel 10:5. Jericho was inhabited, but not fortified.

2 Samuel 10:6. The Syrians of Beth-rehob. Rehob reigned on the east and west of the Euphrates. David had before defeated these Syrians: 2 Samuel 8:3. The Babylonian empire must, of course, have been weak in the time of David. The cavalry were hired from Mesopotamia. 1 Chronicles 19.—King Maacah, a prince to whom Jephthah fled.—Ish-tob, which Josephus turns, “king of Tob.”—Zoba, a city forty miles east of Damascus.

2 Samuel 10:16. The Syrians—beyond the river Euphrates. Helam is not found in ancient maps. King Hadarezer had contributed, through malice, to make David illustrious, and to fulfil the word of the Lord, that the boundary of Israel should be from the river Euphrates to the river of Egypt; and though that kingdom had partially recovered its strength, it was now overthrown, for Solomon built Tadmor, not far from Zobah. 2 Chronicles 8:4.

2 Samuel 10:18. Seven hundred is here mis-written for seven thousand, as appears from 1 Chronicles 19:18. Horsemen also, as in the Septuagint, and in Josephus, is rendered footmen.
REFLECTIONS.
A kindness done to bad men is soon forgotten, unless it be that they ask a repetition of favours; but a kindness done to the good is often amply repaid, and when the least expected. Nahash, and a more worthy person than the Nahash who demanded the right eyes of all the men in Jabesh- gilead, had showed some kindness to David, and now he wished to send a most respectful embassy to congratulate his son on his accession to the throne of his father. This was a duty towards a nation with whom David was at amity. This prince, it would seem, if we may draw a parallel between him and Rehoboam, had dismissed his father’s venerable ministers, and surrounded his person with juvenile companions, who persuaded him to suspect and insult the embassy, which insult was accounted as done to David’s own person. What a calamity when the helm of state is in the hands of a man who has no discretion! But when God is about to ruin a nation, he sends distraction on their councils. When the Ammonites saw the gathering storm, they made no overtures of satisfaction; but hired their neighbours to fight against Israel. Thus wicked men are very apt to involve others in their quarrels and calamities, till a general ruin be the consequence.

The character of Joab, as a general, here rises high. When he saw himself opposed by Ammon, and flanked by his allies, he instantly formed the plans of battle. He chose to fight the Assyrians as the best equipped and disciplined troops, and left his brother to oppose Ammon, giving each other the promise of mutual support, in case of disaster, from the enemy’s numerous forces of chariots and cavalry. This was a prompt and consummate display of skill, as the issue realized. And may not the christian learn of this great, though wicked man, how to stand and fight for God? Sinners are as much infatuated now in opposing the Lord and Saviour, as the Ammonites were in opposing David. He sends them kind messages, inviting them to friendship and love: but infidel in principle, and profligate in habit, they deride his servants, and mock at his message. What then may they not expect from his vengeance? He will trample upon them in his fury, and stain all his raiment with their blood. Let us also learn of Joab and Abishai to support one another in the conflict, and especially in sending missionaries to the ends of the earth, that our glorious David may triumph over all the heathen, and stretch the lines of his empire, wide as prophecy has announced it, to the full extent of his dominion.

The overthrow of Ammon and his allies was the cause of fresh alarms to David’s foes, and of adding fresh laurels to his crown. The king of Assyria attacked him with the whole force of his kingdom, and lost forty thousand men, perhaps twenty thousand more, who fell in the seven thousand chariots. How often have nations, risen in wickedness, and consequently infatuated, destroyed themselves by an injudicious resistance to a rising empire. Evidently doomed in the sentence of heaven to exist no more as nations, they have precipitated themselves into the abyss, and been rolled away in the tempest of desolation. The ruins of their temples and cities, the fragments of their laws and poems alone seem to exist, to tell posterity how great was their glory, how shameful their wickedness, and how tremendous their fall. Yet we ourselves, as though fated to similar calamities, seem incapable of receiving instruction for the future, by a contemplation of the past. 

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-27
2 Samuel 11:1. When kings go forth to war. After the latter rain, early in May, when the campaign could open, and when the main of their harvest was saved.—Rabbah was the capital of the Ammonites, very populous, and situated on the Jabbok. The city built on its ruins is the Philadelphia mentioned by St. John. Revelation 3:7.

2 Samuel 11:2. An evening tide. Eglon, and Ishbosheth, reposed during the heat of noon. The rich still indulge in this custom, in all the warmer climates.

2 Samuel 11:4. David sent—and took her. We may infer from Bathsheba’s marriage with David, that she had given at least some proofs of virtue.

2 Samuel 11:6. Send me Uriah the Hittite. He was either a valiant man descended from that nation, and a proselyte to Judaism, or he had assumed that name on vanquishing them; the former is the most probable. Homer’s fable of Bellerophon is thought by many to be the Uriah of the sacred writings; because many circumstances in both the cases are alike. I will attempt an abridged translation.—Hipponomus was the son of Glaucus king of Epyrus, a fine and generous prince; but having killed his brother Beller, he was surnamed Bellerophon. And taking refuge with Prœtus king of the Argives, Sthenobœa the queen became enamoured with his fine appearance; but unable to draw him to her embraces, her love changed into fury, and she accused him to her husband of having insulted her modesty. Prœtus, unwilling to stain his palace with the blood of a prince admitted to protection, sent him to his father-in-law, Joabates king of Lycia, with sealed letters, containing the document of his accusation, and with orders for him to be put into a way to undo himself. Hence came the adage, “to carry Bellerophon’s letters.” Joabates, to effectuate this with honour, gave him a small guard, and sent him to fight against the Solymi, &c.

2 Samuel 11:11. The ark (of God) abide in tents. The ark while in exile had acquired so much glory, that the army would not take the field without it.

2 Samuel 11:18. Joab sent and told David. Generals could then fight better than they could write. Joab instructed the messenger, always a man of merit; to add, in case the king was angry at the unsuccessful assault, “thy servant Uriah is dead also.” So Joab knew for certainty that the king had the highest indignation against Uriah, and the messenger must now suspect it. What then must those heroes think when they heard that David in one month had married Bathsheba! No man can long conceal his sin. Here is a mirror in which all may contemplate their own hearts. Culprits will commit a hundred crimes to cover one.

REFLECTIONS.
Lord what is man! Who that has followed David through the vicissitudes of providence for five and twenty years, and contemplated his piety, his virtues, his victories, would have expected his lustre now to be obscured by a cloud so dark and awful? What eye that has followed him in all his rising hopes and glory, would expect to follow him on ground so tragic, where his present disgrace was more than all his former glory. David had been elevated to the throne of Israel, and all his enemies at home seemed to vie in repairing their faults. He had taken Zion, the strongest city in Asia; and in seven successive wars had vanquished all his foes. He had now no need himself to fight, for his generals were more than adequate to every difficulty. Therefore he took his ease, slept on his couch, and said, “Thou Lord by thy favour hast made my mountain to stand strong: I shall never be moved.”

From this sad case we may observe further, that prosperity is the most dangerous period of human life. David was safe in camps and wars; but now rolling in affluence, and walking on the battlements of his palace, he lost the command of his passions, and fell a victim to seduction ere he was aware. Through an open window, by the declining rays of the sun, he saw Bathsheba in an incautious situation. Ah, fatal sight! It excited impure desires, the smoke of passion beclouded the operations of reason, and he ceased to be a king. The conqueror of so many nations was vanquished by a glance of the eye. Why did he not flee; why did he not call in the aid of heaven? Why did he not recollect the words, “I have made a covenant with my eyes not to behold vanity?” Why did he not say that frantic passion is not pleasure; and why did not this man, hitherto wise and discreet, trace all the consequences of lawless love? Truly he that committeth adultery lacketh understanding, and destroyeth his own soul. Proverbs 6:32.

David, instead of shunning the temptation, sent for the woman, and she promptly approached the royal presence in her best robes. Knowing the virtues of his life, she probably hoped to hear good news from her husband, or receive some letter. But ah, indolent woman, finding thyself deceived, why didst thou not recollect thy duty to God, and thy fidelity to the bravest of husbands, fighting to advance both thee and himself? Why didst thou not resist, and cry; better to shame the king than shame thyself! Surely thou wast an accomplice in the crime; and future ages shall reproach thy name.

The deed being done, and likely to come to light, David’s momentary and frantic gratification was instantly converted into ten thousand pains. Oh the terrors of having his character, high as it stood in a religious view, exposed to the nations. He could not be ignorant that his crime was known to God, and to angels; and that it would surely be laid open by him in adjusting the rewards and punishments of a future state. He could not be ignorant that it was far the best to submit his case just as it was to God, and the public; and make such concessions and presents to Uriah as might diminish the consequences of his sin. But here passion again beclouded reason. His pride struggled a thousand ways to elude the scorn and odium of the public. Hence he sent for Uriah, and affected to enquire concerning the war, while his object was to deceive him; but God, who would neither know David nor any other man in his sins, took occasion from Uriah’s high sense of military honour to thwart the foul design. David next attempted by wine to make him violate his vow, and thereby to cover his crime. This being frustrated by the same sense of honour, the king, frantic with anxiety, resolved to make Uriah perish in the war. He thought that this would be less sinful than assassination. Oh what sins: what vain efforts it costs a fallen man to cover one of his iniquities! Here is a mirror for a man deeply initiated into the mystery of crimes. Uriah must not only bear Bellerophon’s letters; but Joab must also be a party in the transaction. Joab had shed the blood of Abner, and now he would probably rejoice to see the king in the same situation. Therefore Joab sent Uriah to assault the strongest gate, and hasted to acquaint David that Uriah had fallen. Nay, the soldiers who had deserted the brave Uriah, when cursed by their companions, would say, they had obeyed orders! We have need to pray for great men; for being high in command, their conscience is placed in a difficult situation, and they ought to be fully aware that heaven never admits apologies for guilt.

Oh what a volume of instruction is here conveyed to man. If David, mighty David thus fell, and fell from sin to sin, as a man slipping on difficult ground, in rising often receives a second fall, how should weak and frail professors tremble at the approach of sin? Let us keep our armour; let us never suffer the slightest criminal thought to lurk unmortified in the heart; for if this cedar of Lebanon fell, what has not the hyssop of the wall to fear? This we shall farther see, while we trace the tremendous series of David’s punishments, together with the depth and the fruits of his repentance. 

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-31
2 Samuel 12:1. The Lord sent Nathan to David. The substance of the mission, the visitations he foretold, the perfect accomplishment of them, as well from that very day as in future ages, leaves not a vestige of doubt of the divine authority of the prophet. Who but a man of God would have dared to speak as Nathan to an absolute monarch in the zenith of conquest and glory; and to add, The sword shall never depart from thy house? The child of lawless desire died presently; Absalom assassinated Amnon, and was himself pierced in the oak. Jehu slew forty two of David’s house going to Jezebel’s feast; and Athaliah, hearing of the death of her father and her husband, slew all the seed-royal in Jerusalem, except Joash an infant, who escaped in his nurse’s arms. Thus the strokes of justice continued to fulfil the word of the Lord by Nathan till the final Babylonian captivity, when Nebuchadnezzar slew sixty six of the rebels, many of whom were of David’s line.

2 Samuel 12:14. The enemies—to blaspheme, by uttering slanderous speeches against religion, and against all classes of professors, as though the whole church were composed of hypocrites and deceivers. The Ammonites, on hearing of this, would be among the foremost to utter malignant words, but assuredly words of gross ignorance concerning the scrutiny of heaven, the characters of justice, and the nature and fruits of true repentance. See on Psalms 51.

2 Samuel 12:30. A talent of gold. Three hundred shekels, or seven pounds and a half, is the lowest estimate of the weight of this crown. The candlestick of the tabernacle weighed a talent. This is joined with the precious stones. אבן aben, stone; probably some large diamond, as the two in the crown of Portugal, of which fac similes may be seen in the British Museum.

2 Samuel 12:31. And put them under saws for decapitation, and made them pass before Moloch their idol, where infants had been consumed, to be burned alive in the brickkilns. These were the rebels first lawfully condemned, and the soldiers put them to death in a wanton manner, as was the practice of the gentile world, being enraged that Rabbah had sustained a siege of twenty months. Under these circumstances, could it be expected that the ringleaders of this rebellion should receive a pardon. What a mercy that David did not burn the city; what a favour that he should place Shobi, son of Nahash, on the throne. While we lament the wanton cruelties of the soldiers, surely there is no need of the rebels to complain of David. See 2 Samuel 17:27.

REFLECTIONS.
In the preseding chapter we left the victorious monarch awfully loaded with the worst of crimes; and after the first alarms and struggles of conscience, as after the cessation of acute pains, stupor seized his mind: and a more awful state can scarcely be conceived. The man so abandoned to accumulated guilt is not qualified to perform any religious duty: and if the Lord should come and surprise him in his slumber, who for ten thousand worlds would be found in his situation? So for nine months David slept, chasing away as well as he could the recollection of his sins, and the idea of Uriah’s bloody ghost. But so circumstanced, life could not be life to him; nor could he rejoice in all the prosperity of his throne. All his days were spent in pensive gloom, and his anguish oft betrayed itself by secret sighs. The morning however arrived when tidings were brought of the birth of a son. This, for the moment, would elevate his soul; he would think that heaven, overlooking his sin, had blessed his marriage; that he should again taste happiness on earth, and that the mystery of his crimes would remain partially concealed. Scarcely, it is presumed, had he indulged these hopes, than Nathan solicited an audience. He entered the chamber; grief and indignation were painted in his countenance, and the king at once perceived that something calamitous had occurred. The prophet laid before him a striking case of real woe, and almost unparalleled in the annals of wickedness. It interested all the powers of his soul; for self love, which blinds us to our own sins, leaves our eyes wide open to the faults of others. The king, deeply affected, by an oath of the Lord declared that the tyrant, whomsoever he might be, should surely die. Nathan, unfolding the moral of his parable, replied, Thou art the man. And like the prophet who came to Eli, and like Daniel before Belshazzar, he recited the kindness of the Lord in placing him on the throne, and unravelled all the mystery of his sin. Nathan, like a faithful minister of God, proceeded next to pass the divine sentence, nor softened one iota of his message. He declared, because of Uriah’s blood, that the sword should never depart from David’s house; a sentence executed on the broadest scale, as the subsequent history will unfold. He announced that David’s wives should be ravished, not secretly like Bathsheba, but openly before all Israel; and Absalom, though with different views, executed this part of the sentence. The prophet closed his awful mission by announcing a mortal sickness on the infant begotten in adultery, that no man in future might ever sin under the cloak of David’s example.—The monarch, thunderstruck and appalled to receive this message, and to hear those sentences from God, acknowledged the whole of his guilt. He exchanged his robe for sackcloth, and his throne for the dunghill. Grief was his food, and tears his drink. He poured forth all his soul in the fifty first psalm, for grief is eloquent, and anguish will utter its woes. He spared not himself in any thing; but made his repentance as public as his sin; and accompanied it with all the fruits in his power. Hence said Ambrose, “We have many who imitate David in his sin, but few who imitate him in repentance.”

From this case we learn many important lessons: 

(1) That those who have committed secret sins, and slumber on secure and at ease, must expect a day when they are not aware, that God will send a Nathan or a judgment to spoil their joys and false repose. They had better therefore open their hearts in such a way to God or man, as would ease their conscience, and afford them repentance unto life. The counsel of some wise and holy minister is often the safest way to peace of mind.

(2) We learn from this, and from many other cases in the sacred writings, that the pardon of great and grievous sins is often accompanied with punishments which no tears, and no repentance can remove. How holy and dreadful is the God of justice! How indignant is he against men, who highly honoured by providence and grace, presume to dishonour his holy name, and cause the sons of Belial to blaspheme.

(3) While we revere the terrors of justice, we cannot but admire the fidelity with which Nathan executed his arduous mission, and pronounced the sentence of heaven. To address a monarch, and a monarch whose pleasure is little less than law, and to address him in the highest judicial style, is no common task; yet he neither softened the terms, nor apologized for his conduct. Oh that those reverend dignitaries who crowd the courts, and receive the highest favours of kings, would learn of Nathan to speak for God. Familiar with the rich, the noble, and the great, surely they cannot be ignorant of the sneers and puns daily directed against religion. They cannot but see the insults offered to the laws of marriage; and the immodesty which shows her brazen front on our theatres. Why then do they not cry aloud, and lift up their voice like a trumpet? Why then do they not speak at table to Herod? Why not reason before Felix of righteousness, temperance, and a judgment to come. Ah, the Nathans have ceased from the courts; the Pauls are found no more; nor even the Massillons to exhibit the horrors of the hero dying in his sins.—But is it true? Is it really true that many of those ministers by flattering the follies of the great; by seeking preferments in preference to conversions, have led them to despise religion and its ancient ministers, because they despise its modern ministers! Woe then to the idle shepherds who eat the fat, and wear the fleece! God will require the souls of millions at their hands.

(4) We must farther regard Nathan’s mission as a singular mark of God’s compassion to David in his fallen state. Had the Holy Ghost never revealed the mystery of his sins, he had slumbered on, a stranger to the favours and comforts of his God. Therefore the voice which called him to repentance, and the consequences of his crimes which caused that repentance to be lasting as his life, were salutary marks of God’s love. Hence every man, properly acquainted with himself, will think life short enough to mourn for foul and scandalous offences.

(5) But the sins of David were not only revealed for his sake, and to purge the throne and church of Israel, but to apprize all mankind that God will not be a party in concealment. He will stir up evil against the fallen in their own house, and in their accomplices in vice: he will bring to light the hidden works of darkness, and make manifest the secrets of the heart. He sees at midnight as at noon; he is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity; and consequently the most cautious cannot long conceal a crime from the public eye. Let us therefore learn to love righteousness and truth, that we may never be ashamed of the light.

(6) It is farther presumed that God revealed David’s sins, to afford some sanctifying rays of hope to others who may have committed great and grievous sins. I say, sanctifying rays of hope; for though, on unfeigned repentance, followed by correspondent fruits, he will freely forgive the great part of the sins committed against himself, yet when the innocent is wronged and the weak are oppressed, he mostly accompanies pardon with such a series of punishments as induce the world to behold his purity, and revere his name. How marvellous are the characters of divine justice: the whole earth is full of his glory! 

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-39
2 Samuel 13:2. He fell sick for his sister Tamar. Most young men who have come to ruin, have followed some blind and impetuous passion.

2 Samuel 13:13. The king—will not withhold me from thee. In her maternal grandfather’s house irregular marriages had been sanctioned, as we see in Tamar’s case. She was an Assyrian of Geshur, Genesis xxxviii: yet such a connexion is forbidden in the law of Moses. Leviticus 20.

2 Samuel 13:15. Then Amnon hated her exceedingly. So the tide of Sthenobæ’s passion turned against Bellerophon, as also that of Potiphar’s wife. Genesis 39:17.

2 Samuel 13:21. David—was very wroth. Yea, and so was Eli, but the punishment ended in mere words. Had those wicked sons been punished, an infinitude of mischiefs had been prevented. Abulensis, as well as other rabbins, has censured David for this. The censures seem founded on an adjection in the LXX which reads, that when David heard of all those things he was much afflicted, but would not grieve the mind of Amnon his son, because he loved him, and because he was his firstborn. Excusing one crime produced a thousand others. David, like Eli, was on the very point of losing his own life for sparing an effeminate son.

2 Samuel 13:37. Absalom fled to Talmai; his maternal grandfather, king of Geshur, adjacent to Amalek. 1 Samuel 27:8. He fled not to the altar with his bloody hands; no atonement was to be found there. He fled not to a city of refuge; there he could not be protected; but he fled to a court that had not the law.

REFLECTIONS.
Having reviewed the affecting case of David in the preseding chapter, we now find a complicated tragedy in two of his sons. The storms of passion, like those of the ocean, rise and fall in succession. Parents should form those habits in children from the earliest dawn of reason, which may be cultivated in future life with greater success: he who has no command of his passions, but suffers himself to be precipitated in the foulest crimes, forfeits his claims to the title and dignity of man. It was an additional calamity to Amnon, that he had a friend and a cousin not less wicked, but more artful than himself. This man, instead of consulting the interest and honour of the heir apparent, instructed and emboldened him to the perpetrating of a crime which cost him his life. Happy is that prince who is surrounded by a wise and virtuous council; but as this cannot always be obtained, it would be well for those designated to the throne, to be acquainted with human nature on a full scale from the cottage to the palace, that they be might be able in the issue to be their own ministers. Those have generally made the best kings who have known adversity as well as prosperity.

The moment Amnon had accomplished his wishes, the high tide of criminal passion suddenly ebbed, from frantic love to utter abhorrence. He was overwhelmed with anguish; horror seized his soul, and his heart loaded him with a thousand reproaches. Unable to bear himself, he could no longer bear the sight of Tamar. A moment before, all the wise and weighty arguments of the princess, which had no effect in restraining his impetuous desire, now fell as millstones on his conscience. Auguring that the public odium and punishment about to follow would correspond with his conscience, he basely spurned from his presence the unoffending victim of his crime.

Here is a case indeed worthy of improvement. Draw near then to this chamber, ye gay and guilty circles, who riot in pleasure and despise restraint; who accuse heaven of contraction in the sacred limits of marriage, and who love tragedy, provided it be embellished with lawless love. Here is a tragedy consummate in its characters, and replete with instruction. Here is a prince, who by one frantic passion lost his crown and his life; and for ought we know, lost his soul. Here is a prince, who by one crime covered the princess his sister with shame and tears all her future days; who embittered the life of his Sire with every calamity which can afflict the best of fathers, and the best of kings. Here is the prince who provoked Absalom to revenge; and a revenge followed by rebellion, which caused tears to Israel for an age to come. From the ghastly countenance of Amnon, from the horrid language of that guilty chamber, make the transition to yourselves. Recal the scenes of your intrigues; the oaths, the perjuries, the violence, to accomplish the objects of your desire; read in all the scenery of this chamber, what sort of a place hell will be, when you shall meet with all the accomplices of your crimes, and not be able as Amnon to expel them from your presence. Anticipate what sort of anguish you will feel, when God, the avenger of the wrongs of unprotected innocence, shall pour his vengeance down in full tale for all your sins: and say now, say by the force of reflection, whether the laws of heaven which enjoin mortification and self-denial, be not worthy of the holy character of God, and conducive to the happiness of man.

Absalom, on receiving his sister under his protection, was animated with a disposition widely different from Amnon’s, but far more fatal. As though educated in an Indian court, he discovered neither anger nor resentment. The cunning of a long protracted malice, suppressed the rising of indignation and the language of revenge. He made no complaints to the public, nor solicited redress from the throne; he was resolved to take revenge, and in such a way as should leave the throne open for himself. What an argument may hence be drawn for the impartial administration of justice. If man, roaming in hordes and camps in a savage state, have surrendered his rights for the benefit of civilized society and legal protection, and if he fail of redress when greatly wronged, it is natural for him to resume his ancient liberty, by taking vengeance in private war. No one but a christian is superior to revenge, because he believes that God will do it to the impenitent in a time and a way, far above all his wishes. Thus the immortal spirit of Uriah saw inflicted on David’s house a series of punishments, better timed, and far more tremendous than any plots he could have formed against his sovereign.

The assassination of Amnon, in slaying the heir apparent, if the real views of Absalom be considered, was, in regard to his malice, hypocrisy, and the intoxication of the unhappy victim, an example of wickedness almost without precedent. Providence nevertheless permitted it to occur, and in great compassion to all Israel: two wicked princes totally disqualified for the throne, were by this means removed. To David, those calamities were peculiarly instructive. By the dishonour of Tamar he would be reminded of Bathsheba; by the plot against Amnon he would recollect his own contrivance to dispatch Uriah, and that he had previously intoxicated him with wine. How mysterious is providence. In time and in eternity, it is a study worthy of angels and of men. 

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-33
2 Samuel 14:2. Tekoah; a city of Judah, twelve miles south of Jerusalem. 2 Chronicles 11:6.

2 Samuel 14:6. The one smote the other, probably with some weapon, or sharp instrument. The lord Ellenborough’s Act directs that all persons cutting and maiming with such instruments, shall be capitally convicted.

2 Samuel 14:26. He weighed the hair of his head at two hundred shekels. Poole, in his Synopsis of the Critics, has a long note here. The Septuagint, followed by Josephus and the Vulgate, reads,” He set,” or valued, “his hair at two hundred shekels;” for it is said to have been bought by the ladies in Jerusalem. Two hundred shekels, or five Roman pounds, would be too heavy for one year’s growth of his hair.

2 Samuel 14:33. The king kissed Absalom; a full token of the royal favour as a son, and as a prince. Had Absalom been now a good man, all this had passed without regret: in this pardon of a fratricide David was too precipitate.

REFLECTIONS.
David, too indulgent to Amnon, was not less so, after a while, to Absalom. His feelings as a father gradually gained the ascendency over his prudence and fortitude as a judge and a king. David was perfectly aware of the atrocity of the crime, however mitigated by the provocation; and though the lapse of time did not diminish the guilt, yet it removed the painful recollections to a greater distance; while the affections of a father to an exiled son were invariably the same, David, long an exile himself, pitied the soul of his son, exposed to the pagan morals of Talmai’s court.

Joab, though a good general, and faithful to the king in all his troubles, here discovered a policy but too common to those who surround the throne. He studiously turned the king’s passion to his private interest. Chileab being dead, as is supposed, Joab saw that Absalom was the heir apparent; and he thought by bringing him back, he would lay him under such obligations as to ensure his own ascendency in the affairs of state, and in the military command.—Joab had yet farther views, and views intimately connected with his internal repose. He well knew that the king’s conscience accused him for not executing judgment upon him for the blood of Abner; and he thought, if the king in regard to Uriah, if Absalom in regard to Amnon, stood in a similar situation of guilt, no man in Israel could then either make him afraid or ashamed. How mean is the policy, how many are the artifices of men, oppressed with conscious guilt, and loaded with public reproach. But all this finesse merely encreased his own and his country’s troubles. The web was so thin that the king immediately saw through it; and the web of the wicked, intended to cover their crimes, has generally some hole left, into which justice thrusts a finger and gives the whole a terrible rent. So in the issue it proved to Joab.—But how contrary is all this artifice to the simplicity of the kingdom of heaven. Indeed, in earthly courts, the tinsel is soon worn off; and in God’s presence it is totally inadmissible. Except a man be converted, and become as a little child, he shall not enter the kingdom of heaven.

Joab, knowing that the assassination of Amnon, when invited as a brother and intoxicated at a feast, was regarded with horror, wished to confer the honour of his recal on a third person, a widow of Tekoah, who no doubt had an only son in exile; and the relations, more wishful of the family estate than of justice, had still kept him abroad. The speech he put into the mouth of this woman is a specimen, that he was well skilled in the human heart. She pleads well for the life and liberty of her son; and so far she is a fine model for a sinner in pleading with God for pardon and salvation. He should take words with him, and fill his mouth with arguments, nor rest till he receive a pardon sealed with promises.

A kindness conferred on the wicked is but to make them the more ungrateful, and afford them opportunities of greater wickedness. To Absalom a limited pardon was insupportable; for he had no shame, no repentance, no love but to himself. He preferred liberty at Geshur, to the smallest restraints at home: and when fair speeches failed with Joab, he took the liberty of burning his corn. He wanted to see the king’s face, but more through pride than filial affection. Here is a true portrait of a bad man under national or ecclesiastical displeasure: the pride and naughtiness of his heart reproach the fairest sentence, and revolt at the mildest strokes of justice. To rise gradually by repentance, piety and virtue, the only way in which an offender can rise in the eyes of heaven, is to him insupportable. He therefore justifies himself, and demands with threats immediate restoration: and the receiving of such a character to the peace of the church, is too often as the restoration of Absalom, pregnant with greater mischiefs than all his former faults. What wisdom, what firmness, what compassion should distinguish the ministers of justice, and those entrusted with discipline in the church. 

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-37
2 Samuel 15:7. After forty years. Some contend that this refers to the time when David was secretly anointed; but as no other record is dated from that time, Josephus seems right in saying “four years” instead of forty. Most critics are agreed that four has been mis-written forty.

2 Samuel 15:25. Carry back the ark of God. Here is a noble mind, a mind great in adversity, and prudent in all his measures. This sorest stroke that ever befel David called all his powers into action, and enkindled his piety to the purest flame: “I will not fear though ten thousand rise up against me.”

Psalms 3:6. God could not fail to save his servant.

2 Samuel 15:27. Art not thou a seer? Seeing the mind of God by the Urim and the Thummim. He sent back the aged priest, as able to do more by counsel and by prayer than he could do in the field.

2 Samuel 15:31. Turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness. Prayers of grief and anguish, like those of Hannah, are surely heard in heaven.

2 Samuel 15:33. Thou shalt be a burden to me. Hushai was now an aged man, and unfit for the campaign; yet his intellectual powers were strong, and his knowledge profound in counsel.

REFLECTIONS.
Absalom, on his restoration to the royal favour, as the heir apparent, surrounded his palace with guards, and began to think his father lived too long.

The methods to which he had recourse to seize the throne, were wicked beyond example. He canvassed for the throne under the mask of a wish to be the chancellor. He degraded himself by unsuitable condescensions, for meanness is mostly an attendant on pride. He insulted truth and justice by affirming every cause to be good; and he abused religion by masking treason under the sanctity of paying a vow which had been delayed for six, if not for nine years. When men have attained a certain stage of wickedness, they resemble a carriage in the descent of a hill which has broken the rope, or overpowered the horses: it moves with encreasing velocity, till making a vast leap it is dashed to pieces by its own weight. When God prospers the wicked, it is often with an ultimate view to their greater destruction. Absalom stole away the hearts of the men of Israel, and drew from the court all David’s false or lukewarm friends. He brought many troubles on the best of kings; but he relieved him of a lurking faction, which might have been productive of more fatal mischiefs. It is most to be lamented that he should draw after him so many honest men, who had not the least suspicion of his designs.

In David we have an example of great presence of mind on a terrific occasion. Hearing that the nation in general adhered to his son, he sought safety in flight, and rested his cause with the Lord. When a calamity cannot for the present be avoided, it is no small consolation that providence affords us a retreat till the indignation be overpast.

When the people at large forsook him, the people of God and strangers adhered to his cause. He saw himself surrounded by the priests and the levites, for true religion embraces futurity and has a single eye to the glory of God, and affords therefore the best bonds of friendship in the day of tribulation, and under reverses of providence. The Gittites also who had followed him from Gath, followed him still, because they believed that God had not forsaken his anointed. So when Israel at large set the Saviour at nought, the gentiles adhered to his cause.

But David, on leaving Jerusalem, had a thousand piercing reflections. He knew not whether God would cast him off, but he rested his cause with the disposer of all events, and would not therefore take away the ark. He now recalled all his sins; he walked barefoot, and wept as he went. Nathan’s words returned in all their force: “I will stir up evil against thee in thine own house.” His grievous cruelty to Uriah, and the excess of lenity to both his wicked sons, most afflicted his mind; and therefore, though he adopted prudent measures for the safety of his friends, he seemed almost indifferent what the Lord should do with him. Here piety shone forth as the gold melted and refined in the furnace; for affliction makes manifest the thoughts of the heart.

David had scarcely thus commended his cause to God, before a new wound was inflicted, and a wound in the tenderest part. Ahithophel, his friend and counsellor, he was told, had joined the conspirators; and more is often to be feared from wisdom than from might. But Hushai, another counsellor, presenting himself, David thought proper to employ counsel against counsel. The case being altogether out of the common way, we must be slow to blame the conduct of the king; for God availed himself of Hushai to gain time for David, and undo the rebels. Let us therefore learn to trust in David’s God. If he brings us into straits and difficulties, he will also, in one way or other, bring us out again: and if he shorten our lives by a series of calamities, it shall be for our greater sanctification and eternal glory. 

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-23
2 Samuel 16:3. Where is thy master’s son? Ziba had been servant to Jonathan. Here is another sad case superinduced by a civil war. Mephibosheth, a prince at the mercy of a covetous and a lying servant, a traitor who by accusing his master of high treason, obtained the grant of Saul’s estates. We should always hear the other party.

2 Samuel 16:7. Shimei cursed David. See on Genesis 9:25.

2 Samuel 16:11. Let him curse, for the Lord hath bidden him; spoken subjunctively, it may be the Lord hath bidden him.

2 Samuel 16:14. The king and all the people—came weary, and refreshed themselves there. That is, at the fords of Jordan opposite to Mahanaim, to be ready to pass over on the approach of Absalom’s army, and to receive the king’s friends every moment flocking to the royal standard. Here, according to Josephus, he numbered his army and appointed the officers.

2 Samuel 16:21. Thy father’s concubines. This advice was unique in its kind, and consummate in its character. Truly Absalom and his counsellor had a spirit of error sent from God.

REFLECTIONS.
What a chapter of instruction is this to princes, and to nations: what a monitor to loyalty under reverses, and to consistency of character. A civil war lays open all the vileness of the human heart. David having left Jerusalem weeping, and wisely without a garrison, wished to collect his forces into one body all the way to Jordan. Among these came Ziba the servant of Saul, whom the king had reappointed to the stewardship of his master’s lands. He brought rich and seasonable presents. But he had deceived Mephibosheth; and saddled the ass for himself instead of his lord, that he might accuse him of treason to the king. Ziba was made rich, as servant of Saul’s house; yet through covetousness he wished to destroy his master, that he might inherit his wealth: and taking advantage of David when his soul was loaded with anguish, and his heart softened with grief, he obtained a promise of the land. A servant, who through interest accuses his master, should seldom be credited without the fairest evidence. The king on leaving Jerusalem was beset with a hypocrite, and on entering Bahurim he was assailed by Shimei, an open foe. Had Saul’s house reigned, this man had been a prince. Hence, disappointment, envy and malice, had long lurked in his heart; and now he ventured to disgorge the whole on his afflicted sovereign. Impelled by implacable passions, he confined not his reproaches to truth. He accused the king as the cause of every visitation which befel that house. He went on cursing him, and throwing stones towards him, indicating that he ought to be stoned for his complicated crimes. It is cruel to reproach any man suffering under the hand of God; but adversity makes manifest the human heart. By this strange conduct Shimei justly forfeited his life; and his curses and stones ultimately recoiled on his own head.

David’s restraining Abishai from smiting Shimei, is characteristic of a great and noble mind, actuated by a high sense of superior virtue. Deeply affected with the rebellion, he regarded his own sins as the principal cause; and viewing himself in God’s hands, and as a criminal at his bar, he would not inflict justice on another criminal. So our blessed Lord, while on the cross, prayed for those who mocked and derided and falsely accused him. It is the best and brightest ornament of a christian to bear calumny and reproach in the spirit of our Master.

But what must Shimei feel, after thus exhausting his malice in the frantic effusions of passion? What must he feel in his chamber, when he found his life had been spared, and no notice taken of his wickedness? Must he not say, surely David, who has spared my life under all these atrocious provocations, could never be accessory to the fall of Saul’s house. I have acted the part of a traitor and a fool; and if the king shall return in peace, perhaps my life will be required for my folly. Acute indeed are the reproaches of conscience, after a violent excess of passion.

Leaving the king reposed on the Jordan, and encreasing in strength, we are conducted back to Jerusalem. This city Absalom had entered, and almost on the steps of his father. In the council, Ahithophel, accounted an oracle of the age, and supposed to be grandfather of Bathsheba, was first consulted. This old and wicked man perceiving many in the army afraid that a compromise would take place between the father and the son, and consequently that all the blame of the revolt would be thrown on them, advised Absalom openly to dishonour his father’s bed; then every one would be confident that no reconciliation could ever be effected. This was to brand the prince with the indelible infamy of Reuben, and of Phœnix’s sin. But though this advice might remove the fears in view, it did far more mischief in revolting the feelings of every virtuous mind. He who advises his sovereign against morality, advises him against his God. It was artful advice, and being adapted to the well known passions of the son, it was immediately put in execution. Let us learn never to do evil that good may come; for here the adviser and the advised perished in their folly, and were monuments of vengeance to all future ages. He is a base minister who flatters the royal passion. 

17 Chapter 17 

Verses 1-29
2 Samuel 17:17. En-rogel was near Jerusalem. Joshua 15:7-8.

2 Samuel 17:21. Thus hath Ahithophel counselled. This disclosure of Absalom’s plans saved David from being surprised, and drove him across the Jordan, where he received strength in Gilead, and supplies from Shobi, viceroy of the Ammonites. In this case wisdom was more than might. The royal person is safer to be surrounded with pious men, than with an assembly of atheists.

2 Samuel 17:25. Amasa, whose mother was David’s niece, but being a love-child he had not been much noticed by the king. He now hoped to find a princely rank with Absalom. Abigail had formed a connection with Ithra while in exile on account of David, as it would seem. Amasa’s father is here called an Israelite, which must have been mis-written. The LXX read Jezreelite, and in 1 Chronicles 2:17, he is called an Ishmaelite.

2 Samuel 17:27. Shobi, brother of king Hanun, who had contumeliously treated David’s messengers of peace and congratulation. He now made a grateful return for being placed on his brother’s throne.

REFLECTIONS.
Absalom, flushed to find himself at once in the palace and fortress of his father, instantly convened his council. But though he had the ark and the priests, he never thought of consulting the Lord. To that sanctuary the wicked, having no hope, do not presume to approach. We proceed now to the second act of the council, in which Ahithophel, once for all, discovered his secret policy. This man, full of pride, as though doubtful of the talents of his prince, wished to select twelve thousand men, and to pursue the king while his army was weak and unorganized; that he might kill the king, gain over his army, and consequently reign himself, while Absalom enjoyed the name. What will not a depraved heart devise, while in the full career of crime.

The prince, and all his council, dazzled with the idea of instant victory, precipitately applauded the haughty speech; and with regard to the prompt and decisive execution of the plan, it certainly had a fair appearance; and speeches to the same effect, have often been made in the councils of Greece and of Rome. But that Absalom should applaud the killing of his father; a father who had pardoned his crime; who had called him from exile, received him to favour, and indulged him with guards as successor to the throne, fills the mind with horror and indignation. Wicked and abandoned man, are these thy returns? Surely thou art infatuated, and nigh to destruction. Let parents learn to curb every rising of wickedness in their children, for if bad propensities are suffered to grow, we know not what the fruits may be.

Though Ahithophel had dazzled the council by a brilliant address, and a specious scheme, Hushai had the stronger powers of wisdom and knowledge; for it often occurs, that the most popular have not the best talents. This statesman being called to give his opinion, began by opposing his opponent in modesty of language. Addressing himself to Absalom he said, “The counsel of Ahithophel is not good.” Thy father is a valiant man, for he dared not now to call him king, and his generals and guards have long distinguished themselves in the field; and their minds being now highly exasperated, they will fight as bears robbed of their whelps. Hence the force proposed by Ahithophel is too small. Thy father being weak in forces, but consummate in skill, will have recourse to the stratagems of war. He will hide in ambush; and if he should give Ahithophel but the slightest defeat, it will intimidate the nation, and be regarded as an omen of ruin to thee and thy kingdom. Therefore as every thing depends on the events of the approaching battle, I advise that the whole strength of Israel be collected; and if thy father, intimidated by so great a force, shall retreat to a fortified town, we will approach it with ropes and engines, and rase it to the ground. So shall all the enemies of my lord the king be in his power.— This luminous speech irradiated every countenance in the assembly, except Ahithophel’s; for an audience listening to a consummate speaker, and not prepossessed against his plans, seem for the time to be deprived of reason, and completely in his power. All his sentences throw light on the subject, and every argument carries conviction. Thus the plan of Hushai was warmly applauded, and effectively adopted.

Hearing this, where did the haughty and impious Ahithophel hide his face? After hearing his nefarious project so warmly applauded, how did he bear, and in the same sitting, to hear the speech of his rival expose his folly, and sway the council?—Bear it he could not. His daring hauteur was overpowered with the weight of shame; the gloom of death overshadowed his countenance, and the anguish of hell seized his soul. Unable to bear the sight of a board, where no man before had scarcely dared to combat his opinion, he retired; and inspired by the terrors of his conscience, he predicted the ruin of Absalom, and the consequent restoration of the king. Though he well knew the clemency of David, yet he concluded that his crime, in every view, was too great to receive a pardon. Besides, his pride, which had aspired at being the virtual king, was too great to support the public odium. Therefore, settling his affairs, he suspended himself by a cord, and died in full revolt against his king, and against his God. Yea, he died a proverb of folly, who had lived famed for wisdom. The Lord make us humble in heart, and keep us back from presumptuous sins. 

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-33
2 Samuel 18:2. A third part under Ittai, the Philistine general who had faithfully followed the fortunes of the king.

2 Samuel 18:6. The wood of Ephraim lay beyond Jordan, and was not in the lot of Ephraim; but was called so, either because Jephthah defeated the Ephraimites there, Judges 12., or on some other account. Rabbi Abulensis says, there was a precipice in this wood over which the routed mass of the rebels were driven.

2 Samuel 18:11. And a girdle. This would have been a great mark of military honour; for Jonathan gave his girdle to David. 1 Samuel 18:4. Military rewards have been common to all nations.

2 Samuel 18:13. Thou thyself wouldst have set thyself against me. This is bold talk of a soldier to the general in chief. The man knew that human nature is apt to lay all blame on others. Joab himself was dismissed for the deed, having exceeded his powers in piercing Absalom.

2 Samuel 18:15. Ten young men, the body guard of the general. Joab was a great general in the field, brave in fight, and yet humane in blowing the retreat; but alas, he too often acted as a monarch, forgetting that he was only general in chief.

2 Samuel 18:17. A very great heap of stones. Such has been the practice of all ancient people. Our Saxon fathers have done it in all places, but they often raised round hills or banks of earth where stones were not at hand, to perpetuate the memorial of victories, which in so short a space of time have now no historic records.

REFLECTIONS.
What a scene of woes, what a storm, what billows of personal and family troubles burst on the head of David, and all in the space of eight or ten days! His friends having flocked to the royal standard while in Mahanaim, he was able on Absalom’s approach to muster an army strong enough to give the rebels battle in the open field; and his prudence corresponded with his force. He sent out his army in three divisions, so that the centre and its wings might act at once. Truly God never forsook his anointed in the day of trouble, nor will he ever forsake the afflicted or the persecuted who call upon his name.

He who inspired David’s army with courage, shed confusion on the rabble of Absalom’s numerous host. They had presumptuously crossed the Jordan, not to fight with David in the field, but to besiege him in the city. What then must be their panic, when they found themselves approached by a considerable and well appointed army. Apparently they waited not the first charge, but took shelter in the wood of Ephraim, a name ominous of their defeat. All command ceased, and the affair was a general carnage rather than a fight: for how could the guilty look vengeance in the face? Twenty thousand of the rebels fell, and perhaps twenty thousand more would have been destroyed at the fords, had not Joab, on Absalom’s death, humanely sounded the retreat.

The most signal punishment was however reserved for Absalom, the first of traitors, and the worst of sons. During life his hair had been his pride, and like Asahel’s swiftness, it now proved the cause of his death. The tresses strongly tied for the battle, caught, it is probable, a short branch of an oak; and his ass in the flight left him suspended, dying and accursed according to the law. David might indeed forgive, but God would not. The malediction overtaking him, he had neither the honour to fall by the sword, nor the fortune to fly from the field. How shocking, how execrable were the circumstances of his death! Thrice Joab pierced him on the tree, for thrice he had notoriously offended, and each of the guards gave him a farther wound. His sinful and pampered body they threw into a pit, and stoned him, though dead, as an Achan, an adulterer, and a presumptuous son. Deuteronomy 21. Yea, every soldier strove to add one stone to the heap, that it might be great, and teach posterity that to act against the best of fathers is to act against the Lord. Let all men, and particularly young men, learn, that there is a pursuing hand of justice for rebellion, for whoredom, and disobedience to parents; yea, a hand which often strikes ere the wicked are aware.

While the divine hand is uplifted against the wicked, we see it acting for the salvation of the righteous. David had wept and prayed in the bitterness of his soul, and could not fail to draw a close line of connection between his sufferings and his sins. God raised him up Hushai to confound the counsel of Ahithophel; he raised him up friends in Israel, and friends beyond the Jordan, and friends among the heathen. He clothed his arm with victory, and purged his kingdom of traitors. Above all, he brought him back to his rest in Zion, loaded with the warmest congratulations of a loyal people. Happy is the man, and happy are the people who have the Lord for their God. In all their personal and family troubles, prayers, tears, and prudent counsel, he shall lead them in the way they ought to go.

In the king’s lamentation over Absalom, we see the sublime of grief. He was principally pierced with the awful situation in which he died; the father therefore wished to have died for the son. Viewing the crimes of the youth, and crimes not followed by any known repentance, the sire was pierced anew. All his wounds opened and bled afresh, and it seemed as though the father would have died with anguish, because his son had died in his sins. Perhaps he attributed much of Absalom’s ruin to himself, in an excess of lenity and indulgence to a youth whose passions required restraint. The grief however of a parent must not overpower the judgment. He must never reproach the hand of providence, but learn to say of every man who has died a tragic death, He is gone to a judge who will do him no wrong. 

19 Chapter 19 

Verses 1-43
2 Samuel 19:13. Say ye to Amasa, Art thou not of my bone. It is probable that Amasa had refused to fight against David; at least he had not distinguished himself in the rebellion. David, in making Amasa captain general, was desirous to humble the unjustifiable ascendancy of Joab.

2 Samuel 19:29. Thou and Ziba divide the land. This was a breach of David’s covenant with Jonathan. Ziba had done great services for David in this war by his sons and his servants; but he had falsely impeached his master, and deceived the king. In this strait David took the middle path; he rent the half from Mephibosheth, and as some rabbins say, God rent the half of the kingdom from David’s house. Covenants once made in the name of the Lord are sacred bonds.

2 Samuel 19:40. Chimham went with the king. Barzillai, at the age of eighty, was wise in refusing a courtier’s life, and in conceding it to his son. Retirement, when a man is admonished by infirmities, is the best wisdom of a virtuous mind.

REFLECTIONS.
Had this been a foreign war, and had Absalom been the prince of a hostile nation, Mahanaim had this day resounded with trumpets; harps and songs of praise would have gladdened all ranks of people. But Absalom falling under the curse, David wept aloud, and all the good inhabitants sympathized with their afflicted king. How powerful is passion! The idea of a son for ever lost, was, to David, for the moment, more than if he had lost his kingdom and his life. The victorious soldiers hearing of his grief sneaked into the city, as though they had been the defeated rebels. Joab alone, though now the most obnoxious man, had the courage to rouse him from his anguish, and remind him of the duties he owed to his victorious people. Joab was indeed the king’s friend and nephew; and he had been faithful to him in adversity, which accounts for the bold and independent language in which he addressed his sovereign. By cogent arguments he succeeded; but from that day David regarded him as a bloody man; and he never saw his face without associating the idea of his forever ruined Absalom. How deplorable are the calamities of civil war! How provoking is the sin of a nation when God abandons them to its fury; and how critical the situation of men who drive the car of vengeance through the fury of intestine broils.

The dismission of Joab from command, and the appointment of Amasa to that high and arduous office, seem to have been acts of passion, rather than of prudence. Joab had indeed disobeyed the royal injunction by piercing Absalom; but he had obeyed God, and acted with the suffrages of the whole army. Therefore it was only the king’s feeling which revolted against his general. Amasa being Absalom’s captain, and having lost the battle and deserted his prince, could have no fair claims to pardon, much less to the high office of supreme command: nor could he, like Joab, have the confidence of the army. But God took advantage of David’s weakness to bring Amasa to the punishment he had richly merited.

The clemency which David showed to his misguided subjects after their defeat, does the highest honour to his feelings as a man, and to his wisdom as a king. In other nations, almost without exception, after the defeat of rebels we see a long and terrific parade of military executions, whereby one family is led to hate another for ages to come, and the countenance of revenge is not composed but in banishments and confiscations. But here the beams of mercy soon brightened on a penitent people. The tide of popular passion rolled to the opposite extreme; for the ten tribes almost went to war with Judah for bringing back the king before they had time to assemble to do him homage, and to grace the triumphs of his return. Happy is that king when his offending people sufficiently punish themselves by the reproaches of their own hearts. Oh blessed Jesus, what returns shall we make to thee for the wrongs we have done to thy love, and to thy cause? We would weep for our folly, and were it possible, repair our errors by a life of spotless obedience and constant love. Much indeed we ought to love, for we have much forgiven.

But how shall Shimei who cursed the king for a long time, and cursed him when Abishai’s sword was uplifted to destroy him; how shall Shimei see the king’s face and live? Come Shimei, venture. If he spared thy life in the day of anger, he will not destroy thee in the day of repentance. Come Shimei, the first of sinners, with the first of penitents; come and bring a thousand of thy guilty brethren, that ye may all receive mercy together. Oh what encouragement is here shadowed forth for the rebels against heaven; for blasphemers of God’s name to repent, and approach the mercy-seat. Sinners, God has heard your wicked language. He is not unacquainted with the horrid imprecations you have invoked on your fellow creatures. Divine justice, like Abishai, has long said, Let me strike! Sinners be wise and tremble: you can make no head against heaven. Make haste then to humble yourselves while the softening powers of mercy keep back the terrors of justice. Make haste to bow before your indulgent God, lest his ministers of vengeance smite you in your stubborn sins. Embrace the present moment, while the king is graciously approaching his people, for if you lose this opportunity you may never have another. 

20 Chapter 20 

Verses 1-26
2 Samuel 20:1. Sheba, a Benjamite, and a captain high in command under Absalom, in whose heart the embers of revolt were still burning. This man, seeing the anger of the tribes at not being called to bring back the king, took occasion to excite fresh revolt. The events seem to be fortuitous, but providence overruled them to teach David to depend on God, and not on man; to purge his kingdom of rebels, and to remind him of the innocent blood of the brave Uriah.

2 Samuel 20:3. Ten concubines—living in widowhood. This was according to the law. Leviticus 18.

2 Samuel 20:18. They shall surely ask counsel at Abel. This judicious counsel refers to a custom which had risen to a proverb, that she might advise Joab with the better grace. Possibly some druidical loggin-rock might have existed there, or some pythoness of great fame.

2 Samuel 20:25. Zadok and Abiathar, who like David had lived through all these storms, were the priests. The Chaldaic reads princes: they had, it would seem, this title added for their virtues.

REFLECTIONS.
When the clouds, elevated in the higher regions, descend on those below, being driven by counter currents of air, then the lightnings glare, and the thunders are heard afar. So when a nation is agitated by internal war, the wicked impelled by the worst of passions shed blood, and create confusion; but God whose views are fixed on justice and truth, manages the malignancy of those passions to render to the evil doers the just reward of all their crimes. This principle, so often exemplified in the sacred writings, is most strikingly so in the complicated revolts against David. The ten tribes who reproached Judah for conducting the king to his capital before they could possibly arrive, meant to plead their right in the king, and assert their equality for the future: to renew the war, they had no design. But when strife is once begun, who can say where it will end. Sheba, hating David, took advantage of the tumult to aspire to the crown.

The king unable to bear the sight of Joab, who had slain his misguided son, persisted in the appointment of Amasa to the office of captain-general of his army. To crush the revolt in its birth, he appointed him to assemble the men of Judah in three days. But this loyal tribe, more conscious of the general’s faults than of his merits, were slow to appear in arms. The three days expired, and neither general nor army appeared. Abishai therefore was sent with the guards, and the forces in Jerusalem, in pursuit of Sheba. Joab, now blanched in the service, accompanied his brother simply as a volunteer. After a few days, Amasa joined the army with his levies near Gibeon. Joab seeing him invested with the full command, and wearing the insignia of honour which he himself had long worn, felt arise in his black soul every sentiment of murder against his own cousin! After a life of victories he could not bear to retire from the service branded with crimes, and under the king’s displeasure. Or if he must retire, he thought Abishai had the fairest claim to honours and dignities he had fairly earned. Therefore finding himself under the command of a pardoned rebel, he resolved to give him the stroke of death.

The artifices which Joab employed in the assassination of his rival, were of a character which no man could have invented and executed, but one consummate in wickedness. Afraid of the king’s vengeance, he delayed the execution of his plot till the army was at a distance from Jerusalem, and till he found his popularity would ensure his protection and command. On approaching his rival, as though he was about to pay his respects to the commander in chief, he contrived to let his dagger drop, that in case of seeing Amasa take the alarm, he might not be accused of drawing his weapon on his superior. He took him by his beard, after the manner of saluting venerable men, and then gave him the fatal stab. This was the fourth time he had stained his conscience with blood. Abner he had assassinated as well as Amasa; in Uriah’s fall he had been the agent of David; and the guilty Absalom he had pierced in defiance of the king’s command. How mysterious is providence, that Amasa should now fall for the blood which was shed in the rebellion; and how wicked was Joab to slay a relation, merely because the king had forced upon him the chief command.

Mark farther, the artifices of Joab to avoid punishment; he pursued Sheba with the utmost vigour and success, that giving peace to the kingdom he might obscure the odium of his private conduct by the splendour of his public actions. What pride, what malice, what revenge and cunning lay couched in the heart of man! In the siege of Abel we have to admire the prudence and courage of a matron who saved her city from destruction, when the engines of war were battering the walls, and when no warrior dared to show his face more than for a moment above the breastworks; yet this woman, protected by her sex, addressed the assailants, and called to speak with the general. Joab having presented himself, inspired for the salvation of her people, she opened the conversation by gently reproaching him for not having regularly summoned the city as the Lord had commanded. Having gained his ear, she asked whether he meant to destroy a mother in Israel, and to cut off the inheritance of the Lord. Joab overpowered by her eloquence, and not a little astonished at her courage, denied that to be the case; and pleaded vengeance against Sheba only. So the woman persuaded her fellow citizens to throw him the trophy of Sheba’s head; and thus saved, not only her city, but all the rebels from destruction. Truly, wisdom is often better than might.

From the expeditious manner in which David directed the rebels to be pursued, and from the ardour with which the army executed his commands, we may learn to pursue our rebellious propensities of nature into all the retreats and strongholds of the heart. Nor should we abate in vigour till we see the old man crucified with Christ, that the body of sin may be destroyed. Then, being dead with him, we shall also be in the likeness of his resurrection. The peace of God which passeth all understanding shall keep the heart and mind in the knowledge and love of God, and of his son Jesus Christ. Happy is that soul, serene is that conscience, where pride is changed into humility, anger into meekness, and hatred into love. The Sheba is slain, and David enjoys his kingdom in internal repose.

David, profiting by past defeats, that no more rebellions might break out, appointed a regular administration of public affairs. Every great officer of state had his department assigned, that the concerns of the empire might be managed with expedition and effect. So let it be in the church of God; and the younger being subject to the aged, all things will be done in harmony and love. 

21 Chapter 21 

Verses 1-22
2 Samuel 21:1. There was a famine three years, and in succession. Men, under the aspects of dying, like the seamen in Jonah’s case, are led to the profoundest researches of conscience.

2 Samuel 21:8. The five sons of Michal the daughter of Saul. Merab, not Michal, was married to Adriel. Therefore the sons are called Michal’s after the Hebrew manner of speaking, because as a mother, having no children of her own, she had undertaken to bring them up. See Genesis 16:2; Genesis 30:3; Genesis 1:23. Ruth 4:17. So Jeremiah’s uncle is put for his uncle’s son: Jeremiah 32:12.

2 Samuel 21:9. Hanged them in the hill—in the beginning of barley harvest. These seven were religiously slain as victims to the Lord. It is very remarkable that the druids every five years, and at the vernal equinox, which is the beginning of barley harvest, did offer human sacrifices to the Lord. There cannot be a doubt but all human victims were instituted from a corrupt notion of the words of God to Adam, that the serpent should bruise the heel, or occasion the death of Christ, which really took place at the jewish passover, or the vernal equinox. The whole gentile world had once this horrid but mysterious practice. The Hindoos still keep this custom. The Burmese every five years offer up a young man about twenty five years of age. This is affirmed by the missionaries, since the English have invaded that country.

2 Samuel 21:10. Until water dropped; that is, till rain fell, indicating that heaven was pacified by sending fruitful showers. She stayed till the rain forced her away.

REFLECTIONS.
This extraordinary occurrence seems to have been long delayed in regard to chronology, that it might not interrupt the tragic history of David’s fall, and David’s troubles. This will farther appear, if it be considered, that no intimation is given of any of the seven victims of justice being married: whereas if the history be in its proper place, they might have been about forty years of age. Be that as it may, the history is very instructive.—We learn from it, that a covenant once sworn and contracted is of sacred obligation; for the God of truth ever lives the witness and guardian of every fair compact between man and man. To the Gibeonites, Joshua and the elders had sworn that they should live. Now it is supposed, while Saul in his zeal was expelling witches and wizards from the land, that he slew many of the Gibeonites under those pretexts, whom he wished in reality to expel.—We learn also, that innocent blood has a voice which pierces heaven; and though the delinquents may sometimes be long reprieved, having a part to act in the scheme of providence, yet in the issue vengeance will overtake the impenitent. Yes, and that vengeance will come likewise on the children of guilty parents, when those children shall approve of the deeds of their fathers. Hence the famine was not because of Saul only, but because of his bloody house. Abner, Ishbosheth, and Sheba, were all bloody men; and the Lord requited them in kind.—Farther, when a nation delays to execute justice, and to grant the injured redress; (and what men had ever fairer claims than the Gibeonites?) then the whole land is implicated in the guilt, and they are punished in a correspondent way. The land was deeply stained with innocent blood; and justice having been long delayed, no man troubled himself about the guilt. God therefore asserted his rights, by withholding the promised plenty from the earth. What an argument is this to legislators and magistrates for the suppression of vice, and the reformation of manners. Those theatres, those haunts of infamy, those schools of infidelity, those glaring instances of apostasy from the sound faith and religion of our fathers, may in the issue be of serious consequence to us as a nation. We are severe enough against depredations committed on our property; but with regard to the insults offered to heaven we are strangely indifferent, as though we were fated to suffer our crimes to accumulate till the vengeance bursts in total destruction.—This chapter closes with David’s fourth and last war with Philistia, in which the giants were all slain, and the Philistines for ever ruined as a nation. Then David sung a psalm of the sublimest praise to God. So Jesus, reigning at the Father’s right hand, shall vanquish all his foes, and fill the church with peace and joy, and all the glory of the millenium day. 

22 Chapter 22 

Verses 1-51
2 Samuel 22:25. The Lord hath recompensed me according to my righteousness. True indeed: but says St. Paul, the reward is not reckoned of debt, but of grace. See on Psalms 18:24. 

23 Chapter 23 

Verses 1-39
2 Samuel 23:1. The last words of David; that is, the last song of an expiring muse; a bright spark rekindled before it burned out. All his hope was concentrated on Christ, called by Isaiah the sure mercies of David: Isaiah 55:4. This consoled him when he saw his walk defective: and in all our troubles the Redeemer is our only hope.

2 Samuel 23:5. Although my house be not so with God. Since the reformation, several commentators, biassed by peculiar opinions, have attempted to give a gloss on this text very repugnant to the sanctity of God. They would suggest, that although David and his house, (including all his future posterity) were not pure and holy before God, as they ought to be; yet in defiance of sin, he had made with them an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things and sure. This is very extraordinary: and it ill assorts with what is proved in the notes on the second chapter of the first of Samuel, viz. that every covenant God has contracted with man, has its conditions either expressed or implied. And it is more extraordinary still to force this gloss on the texts where the readings vary so much. The Septuagint, which was the copy generally quoted by the apostles, reads, “my house is not of that account with God, that he should make with me an everlasting covenant.” This appears to be the true reading, as it best agrees with the scope of the song, which professedly magnifies grace by speaking of the obscurity of Jesse’s house: and the reading of the Septuagint here is preferred by several of the more ancient critics.

2 Samuel 23:8. These be the names of the mighty men whom David had. Both the names and the number vary here from 1 Chronicles 11., and this variation is common to the Hebrew names and chronologies. We often find that one man has two names, and that grandfathers are often called fathers; but the list here might be taken at a different time from that in the Chronicles, or that some omitted here, feeling themselves aggrieved, might afterwards get enrolled in the tablet of honour.

2 Samuel 23:20. Slew a lion. Such an action always placed a man in the list of heroes. 

REFLECTIONS.
We have now followed the hero of Israel to about the seventieth year of his life, and surely few princes called to sway the sceptre in difficult times, had either more distinguished virtues or fewer faults. As to his piety and prophetic character, still making the allowance due to a king, grace and talents shone in him with a most distinguished lustre. Inspired while young to pour forth the effusions of his heart in sacred songs, the divine endowments continued to old age. But in adversity, piety and confidence sustaining his soul, his compositions possess the most impressive excellence. When pursued by Saul, and when fleeing from Absalom, he uttered the sorrows of his heart in the best of psalms; and transferring all his hopes to a full deliverance by the Messiah, he frequently paints the sufferings of the Saviour more clearly than he himself was then able to comprehend. 1 Peter 1:10; 1 Peter 1:12. This divine endowment, the glory of his youth and the guide of his life, did not forsake him in hoary age. We have here his last psalm: and whether we consider the simplicity of the ideas, the beauty of the diction, or its close connection with the past life and future hopes of this illustrious man, it is a worthy close of sacred merit. He begins by avowing the obscurity of his birth, that he might ascribe the greater glory to God; but he regards his call to the throne as a link in the chain of mercies flowing from the covenant of Jacob’s God. Learn then, oh my soul, anointed of the Lord, to make his covenant promises the basis of thy faith, the support of thy life, and the refuge and retreat of thy retiring days.

David here bears testimony to his own inspiration. “The Spirit of the Lord spake by me, and his word was on my tongue:” and the testimony of the servant is confirmed by the Master. “All things must be fulfilled,” said Jesus, “which are written of me in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms.” Hence though many things in the psalms might be written without inspiration; yet we are here taught to regard the whole as composed under a sacred influence; and something of that sacred influence is still felt by the pious soul in reading the sacred page. May our hearts ever burn within us, while those things are expounded in our ears.

The first charge which God gave to David was to be just, and to rule in the fear of the Lord. Righteousness is both the glory of God, and of a king. National justice must never sustain a blot: bribery, partiality, and party decisions must never be known there. The ministers of justice, as well as the ministers of religion, must be able to look all mankind in the face. It is equally the interest of the wicked and of the righteous, of the prince and of the poor, that perfect purity should exist in the administration of equity and justice.

If these words be applied to the Messiah, of whom the victorious kingdom of David and the peaceful reign of Solomon were types, they are most strikingly true, and everywhere illustrated in his reign and government. He arose on the world as the sun shining without a cloud; and his church being watered with the grace of pentecost, flourished under his influence, just as the grass rapidly grows after the rain, when acted upon by the solar warmth. God is as the dew unto Israel, and the people flourish as the herb. Thus also he confirms his covenant with David, and with the faithful, while all their enemies, the sons of Belial, melt away.

While David retired with songs of triumph, and with all the glory of conquest, his worthies or generals shared his fame. Riches, honour, and happiness crowned their glorious career. So those who fight the good fight of faith, and endure to the end, shall sit on thrones in the presence of their Lord. God is not unrighteous to forget their work of faith and labour of love. The little efforts we make to resemble him and to advance his glory, shall one day be crowned with the fairest honours which heaven can give. 

24 Chapter 24 

Verses 1-25
2 Samuel 24:1. The Lord—moved David. He permitted Satan to stand up against Israel. 1 Chronicles 21:1.

2 Samuel 24:9. There were in Israel eight hundred thousand valiant men that drew the sword; and the men of Judah were five hundred thousand men. The men of Israel are in the first of Chronicles said to be eleven hundred thousand, and the men of Judah only four hundred and seventy thousand. Those who attempt to reconcile the difference, suppose that the twenty four thousand monthly guards are not included in this number. Josephus, though his numbers have somehow been mis-written here, evidently follows the account in the Chronicles; for he affirms that the men of Benjamin and of Levi were not included in these returns.

2 Samuel 24:11. The prophet Gad. Here we have a certainty of revelation; for Gad could not have known which of the three plagues David would choose; and a failure would have proved the utter ruin of the prophet.

2 Samuel 24:13. Seven years of famine. The Septuagint says, three years; and in the Chronicles both the Septuagint and the Hebrew are three years. It is conjectured that the three years of famine for the Gibeonites, with the one year now spent in numbering the people, are here joined to make the seven years.—Or three days of pestilence. Surely we cannot forget the malignant cholera which has marched from the Ganges, through the Turkish empire, to the north of Europe, to Paris and the British Isles. It has given its victims but a few hours’ notice. They have lain on their beds speechless, and almost without pulse or circulation, till blackness of aspect sunk them in the arms of death.

2 Samuel 24:25. David built an altar there, in Jebus, or on the mount Moriah; and the Lord answered him by fire from heaven, which according to the rabbins pointed out the future scite of the temple. 1 Chronicles 21:26.

REFLECTIONS.
Tracing the steps of this illustrious man till within two years of his death, we find farther instruction from calamitous experience. Once he had fallen by an unholy passion; now he falls by vain glory and regal pride. On coming to the throne in Hebron, he found the kingdom ruined and the people few. Now he saw his empire extended; he saw it full of riches, full of people, and full of wantonness. Therefore “God’s anger was kindled against Israel.”

Satan, taking advantage of the pride and prosperity of the people, moved the king to number all who were able to bear arms; and he, dallying with the temptation, God at last permitted him to take his own way. The people on leaving Egypt and coming into the wilderness, were numbered to pay half a shekel towards the tabernacle, and they were again numbered before they entered Canaan, the better to divide the inheritance by lot; but now, no reason is assigned. The secret reason, the touchstone of the sin, lay in the bold ambition of swaying the empire of all the east. It was the sin of Babylon, of Rome, and lately the sin of Paris. It was the sin of national pride. It was the sin of meditating conquests for the glory of empire. It was ceasing to trust in the Lord, to repose their confidence in an arm of flesh: and cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm. Come hither then ye families who have suddenly risen by commerce and speculation to affluence and pride, who display your villas, your parks, your carriages, your sumptuous furniture. Your sins will bring you also into great and sore straits. God is about to afflict your bodies with disease, your households with anguish, and to send a blast on all your hopes; and he may not indulge you, as he did this penitent king, with a choice of calamities. What a pity that a little of earth, a little prosperity, should not only make a man vain and contemptible in the eyes of heaven, but even in the eyes of his fellow sinners. Lord, keep us ever lowly, ever vile in our own esteem. Yes: the wicked can soon perceive when the righteous err. Joab, though a bloody man, could soon perceive that David’s design was an unhallowed ostentation; he therefore ventured to expostulate, and in a very candid way.

This man, on returning to Jerusalem, brought the king a flattering report of the land, a report which corresponded with the promises and covenant of God; but he must have added, that the effects on the people were as he had feared; a spirit of vain glory was excited throughout the land. Oh how grievous was this in the sight of the Lord: he hates the rising pride in the heart of man, and has at all times marked it with his displeasure. David, hearing this report of Joab, instantly saw his error, and exclaimed, “I have sinned greatly, oh Lord—I have done very foolishly.” Ah, but why did he act so rashly; why did he not consult the Lord in a matter so reluctantly complied with by his generals? The counsel of kings should be consummate; and their plans should never prove abortive for the want of sober deliberation. The deed however was now done, and the king had scarcely wept a night before the prophet Gad entered his chamber with an awful choice. Just so when Hezekiah, through the like pride, had showed the Babylonian embassy all his treasures and all his arsenals, the Lord sent Isaiah to say, that all those treasures should be carried away to Babylon.

When the awful choice was presented to David, he was alarmed and revolted; and for awhile, shrinking nature declined all choice. I am, said he, in a great strait. Being a man of war he well knew that the wicked pursuing the vanquished are not only cruel as the wild beasts, but they join to cruelty the craft of hell; and having already experienced a three years’ famine, he dreaded the like calamity, and therefore chose the plague; and the plague, with repentance, was better than prosperity and wickedness. The avenging angel moved in the steps of the captains, from Aroer to Jerusalem; death followed in his train; seventy thousand were already subtracted from the boasted numbers, and prostrated in the dust; and he raised his arm to smite Jerusalem, the city first in guilt. But oh he found them all in tears, and weeping with their king: and heaven seemed to weep too, for the Lord is very pitiful and of tender mercy. The angel stayed his course of vengeance at Araunah’s threshing floor. Oh Jerusalem, Jerusalem: thou wast just gone, but justice stayed her arm.

The aged prophet, who announced the awful choice, is again commissioned to advise a prompt atonement. The bullocks were instantly slain, and no other timber being at hand, the threshing instruments were all consumed. Here the angel stayed his destroying hand, as he had once on this identical spot stayed the hand of Abraham from destroying his son. Here also, and in the temple built on this spot, henceforth hallowed ground, Christ preached mercy to the penitent, and denounced destruction to the impenitent Jerusalem. And he, the innocent, being led out of Zion, as accursed for guilty man, death pursued him to Calvary, and there the monster lost his sting, and all his power. There the atoning blood flowed, there the anger of heaven was appeased, and the Lord of glory came back from the dead to preach life and salvation to a guilty world.

